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Friday 15th January 2021 

Dear Parents / Carers, 
 

Another week has passed. Thank you again for everything everyone is doing to keep all safe. 
Cases are starting to fall in the Winchester district, which is great news. Please continue to 
contact school is you have any questions or queries. We are always happy to help (or try to).  
 

Story time 
Over the coming days and weeks I will be posting videos (showing pictures, 
or just an audio of me reading stories for the children to use whenever they 
would like. The Mist Monster is already on the website in the    tab and the 
first 4 chapters of The Puffin Keeper by Michael Morpurgo, will be uploaded 
today. I hope to be able to have the rest of The Puffin Keeper on the website 
as soon as possible. The next book I am reading is The Danger Gang by Tom 
Fletcher (I thought he was only a musician in the pop band McFly! His wife has just been on 
Celebrity Get Me Out of Here too).  
 

I hope some other members of staff upload story sessions over the coming weeks. 
 

FOS January update 
A huge “Thank you” to everyone who made our Christmas trail such a 
success. All the houses looked wonderful, lots of families enjoyed taking 
part and we raised £184.64 for the school. Well done everyone. The 
winning submission was Alexis in Panda class.  
 

In these strange times, many of our usual events will not be possible, but the committee have 
been racking their brains and have come up with a few ideas! 
 

Save the date: On Friday 19th February, we will hold a team quiz using the power of Zoom. 
More details to follow soon. 
 

Easter Event: We would love to organise another trail or something similar for these “Covid 
times”, but we would really like some ideas. Please email harestockfos@gmail.com if you have 
any suggestions. Don’t be shy, if you’ve got an idea we’d like to hear it. 
 

Volunteers: Offers of help are always appreciated. We’re a friendly bunch so drop us an email 
if you’d like to be sent the link for the next meeting 
 

Learning in school 
After my letter and email message over the weekend asking parents to re-consider sending 
their child into school, if they work from home or have a responsible person at home for child 
care purposes, our numbers have slightly dropped. We still, however, need to do everything 
we can to keep numbers in school as low as possible and children at home as much as 
possible, taking part in our remote provision. I appreciate it is extremely difficult with 
children at home but the DfE guidance was updated on the  8 January 2021 to clarify that 
parents and carers who are critical workers should keep their children at home if they 
can. 
 



 

  

Confirmation of a need for a school place 
Thank you to all the parents who have sent confirmation that their employment is a critical 
role in line with the DfE guidance and that a school place is needed on specific days, when you 
are working. We are still awaiting confirmation from a few parents. Please can we have that 
confirmation by Wednesday 20th or your child’s place will be withdrawn?  
 

Part-time Year 4 Pandas 
Part-time Year 4 children in Panda class accessing school some days and learning from home 
other days will now join the Year 3/4 zoom sessions with Mrs Butler and complete the Year 
3/4 activities in purple mash, particularly for maths and English. This will ensure more 
continuity through the week of learning objectives covered.  
 

School lunch 
Next week (week beginning 18th January) the lunch menu will remain the ‘Street menu’ 
options.  
 

Learning at home 
Again, I would like to thank all parents, who are accessing remote learning with their children, 
for their support and understanding during this lockdown period. We are all extremely 
grateful for everything you are doing with your child/ren at home.  
 

Laptops 
We are pleased to announce that 18 chrome books have been distributed to 
children this week and apart from a few teething problems all seems to be 
going well. Thank you to Mrs Smith who has ensured everything has been 
ready this week and fixes problems when they arise, in school and at home. 
Please contact the school office if you need access to a device at home. Our 
16 DfE allocated laptops should arrive early next week.  
 

Paper copy of activity pack 
Please call into the school office for a Year group paper copy of activities, if you would like that 
too. We could post this to you if preferred. If schools continue to be closed after half term, we 
will produce a new Year group pack. 
 

Access to resources 
You can see the activities set in Purple Mash at any time in the ‘work set’ tab. This means you 
can print anything you require. However, all work can be completed in the children’s home 
learning exercise book if you prefer.  
 
Code of conduct 
Please remember the zoom session code of conduct for children attending. 
This applies to the French and Music sessions for the Junior children, too.  
 

Collecting resources 
Year R parents: Please remember to come to school to collect the next week’s pack of 
resources on a Friday. They will be in the school Reception instead of being left outside (due 
to the weather). There will be an opportunity to return reading books too and collect new 
ones at the same time.  
Years 1-6 parents: On a Monday afternoon, we will have Red to Gold colour band books in 
boxes, outside on a table, by the front of the school. This is the day to return and collect new 
reading books for your child, if needed. Please comply with social distancing whilst on the 
school site and wear a face covering please. Put returned books in the labelled box for 
quarantining.  
 

If you require anything else to be collected from the school, please contact the office first so 
we can get it ready for you.  



 

  

 

Wishes or Worries (Wow box) 
We have created a version of the class WOW box to be accessed remotely in 
Purple Mash.  It is a PDF document, which will show in the children's ‘To Dos’ 
for the week.  So, if they wish to share a wish or worry with their teacher they 
simply 'hand in' the document (they do not write on it) and write their wish or 
worry in the 'hand in note' for their teacher to see.  The staff have introduced 
it to the children on zoom today. These ‘hand in notes’ can only be seen by the 
class teacher.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Thank you to everyone for your on-going support and understanding.  
 
Please contact the school office via telephone or email if you need further information / 
advice.  
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
 
 
Mrs J. Sankey 
 


