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Friday 26th February 2021 
Dear Parents / Carers,  
 
Return to school for all 
After the Prime Ministers announcement on Monday evening, we are really excited to be 
welcoming all children back to Harestock Primary on Monday 8th March. Most of our return details 
are similar to expectations back in September but I have listed them again at the end of this letter 
to you. Please share with your child so they understand what will happen on their first day back.  
 

We can’t wait to see the children face to face and working alongside their friends. For now there 
are a few small steps you can start taking to help us make the transition back to school easier for 
the children. It would be really helpful to begin re-introducing the school term routines as these 
may not have been as structured as they were before, for some children whilst at home. We want 
the children to walk in ready to learn like they did after the last lockdown and have learned that 
routines and structures are key to this. We appreciate that the children will have had different 
learning experiences whilst at home. Thank you, again, for everything you have done over the last 
seven weeks to support your child; it is greatly appreciated. We know how difficult it must have 
been especially whilst working from home yourselves.  
 

Waking the children up at the same time they would be getting up for school, getting dressed in 
school uniform, perhaps, and having had breakfast by the time you would normally leave, along 
with making sure bedtime is starting to get back to the time it would be when they are at school 
now will also help the children when the 8th comes round. Ensuring children complete their home 
learning at a table, sat at a chair, away from distractions with limited snacks, will get the children 
back into a school day routine. Having lunch between 12pm and 12.30pm and a snack at 10.30am 
will start to retrain their body to the timetable of the school day.  
 

Building up the children’s resilience and independence will help enormously over the next week as 
some children will be very used to having had help and support for every learning task, especially 
if parents have sat with their child. Maybe next week try to leave your child, once they understand 
the activity, to complete the activity on their own, with minimal additional support. Even though 
children do have help in class, two adults giving support to 30 children is different to 1-1 support 
which may have happened at home. Children may find some activities tricky next week but they 
are amazing and when in school they would have tried different strategies to help themselves stay 
on task, if no adult support was instantly available. 
 

The teachers are busy preparing learning activities for next week, for children at school and at 
home but they are also now considering activities for all children when they return to school. There 
will be a focus on supporting the rebuilding of friendships and social engagement, addressing and 
equipping pupils to respond to issues linked to coronavirus (COVID19) as children’s experience 
over the last seven weeks will have been greatly different as well as supporting pupils with 
approaches to improving their physical and mental wellbeing.  
 

Please ensure your child reads every day, as well as practising spellings / key words as well as 
their number bonds / times tables as they can have a great sense of achievement when they are 
tested once at school that they have progressed. On Wednesday we uploaded a helpful document 
from the HCC Educational Psychology service called ‘Returning to school after COVID-19:Advice 
for parents’ It is also attached. We hope you find it useful.  
 
 



 

  

Hampshire Music Service 
It is fantastic we have an excellent relationship with Hampshire Music Service with many children 
having weekly instrumental lessons such as flute, drums, violin and more. The Junior children also 
have a weekly Listen to Me music lesson with Mrs Lane where again the class learns to play an 
instrument each term. As well as this we are lucky to have been the very first school to benefit 
from the excellent Rock to the Beat music scheme, which is still happening each week. We are 
very excited that soon we will be able to have concerts and music performances for parents to 
enjoy once again. In the meantime check out the inspirational performance via the link: 
https://youtu.be/-bCb9eb90qw 
  "The Show Must Go On" - performed by HMS staff featuring colleagues from the exciting primary 
school rock project, "Rock 2 the Beat". 
 

World Book Day Thursday 4th March  
The children at home and at school next week will be taking part in a couple of book / reading 
activities so we hope they enjoy them. However, by Thursday 4th March please send in 
photographs of your child’s ‘Dress up a potato as a book character’. Please send photos in on 
adminoffice@harestock.hants.sch.uk whether your child is in school that day or at home. Please 
type POTATO BOOK CHARACTER in the subject of the email. We do not require the potatoes in 
school. We will then create a photo collage of all the potato characters and post them onto our 
website. Be creative! It is a normal school uniform day though.  
We are holding a virtual Book Fair with Osborne books this year. The attachment contains all the 
details – the letter is on page 2, the first page is blank. The more books you buy, the more free 
books will be donated to the Piam Brown Children’s Ward, instead of the school. Thank you to Mrs 
Davies for organising this.  
 

Our World Book day will be during our Reading week which is planned for the week beginning 
Monday 5th July. More information after Easter.  
 

Red Nose Day Friday 19th March  
On this day we are inviting all children to come to school wearing red for £1 donation. Please pay 
this donation via Scopay or bring in £1 to school on the day. All donations greatly appreciated for 
this worthwhile charity. The children will listen to an assembly about ‘what is red nose day’ and 
complete various red nose day activities. We hope to enable all the children to walk / run a mile on 
our golden mile too. From 15th March we will send home the red nose order form for you to 
purchase red noses. We have three boxes of 50 to sell.  
 

Relationship and Health Education for Years 2-6 
As the children in the summer term, last year, missed the opportunity to have year group 
appropriate relationship & sex education lessons, we are planning on this happening on Friday 
23rd April (from the previous year for example Year 5 children will be taught the missed Year 4 
objectives). The theme of the lessons are:  
 

Year 2 = To introduce children to lifecycles; to explore differences between male and female; to 
enable children to reflect on differences between male and female other than physical differences. 
The children will watch programme 1. 
 

Year 3 =To explain that a baby develops inside its mother’s womb and that both the male and 
female sex parts are needed to make a baby; to enable children to reflect on their development 
from babies; to inform children about conception and the growth of a baby in the womb; to show 
that we grow and change, as do all living things; to show that some changes are social, that we 
become more independent and able to think about others as well as ourselves; to look at identity 
and self-esteem, and reinforce the belief that we are all special. The children will watch 
programme 2 and 3.   
 

Year 4 = To introduce children to the physical and emotional changes that occur during puberty; to 
consider some changes over which we have no control and the choices we can make concerning 
those over which we do have control. The children will watch programme 4.  
 

https://youtu.be/-bCb9eb90qw


 

  

Year 5 = The children will learn about health and hygiene and about changes which happen to 
their bodies. Personal hygiene will also be discussed. There is no programme to watch.  
 

Year 6 = To consider the physical and emotional changes that take place as girls and boys go 
through puberty; to address the concerns and worries of young women and men; to make girls 
and boys more aware of the changes that occur as they become young women and young men. 
The children will watch programme 5 and 6.  
 

The children will watch 15 minute clips from a DVD from the ‘Living and Growing’ Channel 4 
learning series. Please contact the school office if you would like to view these clips before your 
child does and let the office know which year group your child is in. Please do this by Thursday 1st 
April as once we return after the Easter holidays we can set up zoom meetings so all parents can 
watch a Year group DVD together, remotely.  
 

There will be no DVD or specific lessons for Year 1 children due to the EYFS content happening 
last year when they were in Year R.  
 

PE opportunities from 8th March:  
Junior children will be having PE lessons alongside a tennis coach from Littleton Tennis club, at 
school, for 6 weeks. No equipment is needed from home – we have racquets and balls.  
 

After Easter Infants will be having a weekly session for 6 weeks led by a Sports coach from 
Winchester City council as part of the Operation Active Hampshire initiative.  
 

Year 5 swimming is still to be confirmed for the summer term as the new leisure centre is not 
ready for opening yet. As soon as we have more information we will let Year 5 parents know.  
 

Website 
Our website has been running very slowly over the past week. We have found out the problem 
and to enable it to be upgraded and fixed, our school website will be unavailable next Thursday 
and Friday. 
 

Spring term Parent – teacher meetings  
These will now take place via zoom week beginning Monday 26th April. More information to follow 
before Easter.  
 

Remote learning:  
As we approach the last week for remote learning before all children return to school on Monday 
8th March, we thank all the children (and parents) for their tremendous efforts and commitment to 
engaging with home learning over the last 7 weeks.  
 

Oak Academy Virtual School Library  
https://library.thenational.academy. This week’s 'Author of the Week was Dominique Valente. 
Listen to an audiobook of the first in the Starfell series, watch an exclusive video with the author, 
discover Dominique's favourite children's books and read a Q&A. Last week the author was 
Jeremy Strong.  
 

CBBC schedule 
Here is the link to next week’s CBBC full broadcast schedule for primary schools, 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/learning-at-home-supporting-teachers/zkfr92p 
  
School lunches in school 
Next week the children will be able to choose from the H3CS menu– see attached.   
 

School Games daily challenges 
The Daily Challenge continues, as they want to keep up the momentum they have built up and 
keep our young people active. All the challenges are on the Link below.  
General: 
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1pF_Pqks83EXA0wTExv0Ewv0FJQlSUS7_?usp=sharing  
Inclusive: 

https://library.thenational.academy/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/learning-at-home-supporting-teachers/zkfr92p
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1pF_Pqks83EXA0wTExv0Ewv0FJQlSUS7_?usp=sharing


 

  

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1HcWEnWfUbYj8hAO2p7pQffdEYiojKwOV?usp=sharing   
 

Yours sincerely, 
 
 
Mrs J. Sankey  

 
Back to school checklist for children 
 
1. Wear school uniform, with extra layers underneath if it’s cold, as the windows will be open. 
Wash your hands before leaving your home. 
 
2. Bring: 
-  a packed lunch or order and pay for a school lunch via Scopay. We are still having no money 
being brought into school on a daily basis. 
- your PE kit (plain white t-shirt and dark plain shorts and a pair of trainers (tracksuit bottoms may 
be useful for outdoor PE).  
- coat, if it might rain. 
- any medication you need. It must be given into the office in the original packaging, with a 
completed medication administration form, as usual. We can email you a copy of the form if you 
child needs medicine, once back at school. Please email the office to request a copy.  
- your lockdown learning books which you have written in whilst at home.  
- reading books borrowed over the current lockdown. 

 
Children do not need a mask or any PPE, or a pencil case as writing resources are available in 
class. 
 
3. Drop your child at / close to the gate as all children can come straight into their classroom 
from 8.35am. Parents/carers are to wear a face covering if they come onto the school grounds or 
into the school (invite only). It is the classroom they were in before lockdown started.  
 
4.  Come to school through the gate and go straight to your usual classroom by the cloakroom 
door or classroom fire door, if open. 
 
5. Sanitise your hands on entering and leaving school.  
 
6. Book Breakfast club and Afterschool club as usual, and pay the relevant charges. There are no 
other after school clubs running currently.  
 

At Harestock we will be doing all we can to prevent infection by maintaining class ‘bubbles’ 

as far as we possibly can. 

Does my child have to attend school?  
Yes. The Government has stated that school attendance will be mandatory from the 8th March 2021. 
 
What if my child is shielding?  
Where a pupil is unable to attend school because they are complying with clinical and/or public health 
advice, we are able to offer them access to remote education. We will require a copy of the official shielding 
letter issued by a medical professional which states your child’s need to shield.  
 
What if my family is anxious about my child returning to school?  
This is completely understandable. If you are concerned in any way, please contact your child’s teacher, in 
the first instance, to discuss those concerns so that we can offer appropriate reassurance.  
 
 
 
 

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1HcWEnWfUbYj8hAO2p7pQffdEYiojKwOV?usp=sharing


 

  

Will there be staggered start and finish times?  
No. We will be using multiple entrances to our school to avoid a staggered entry for pupils within the usual 

time frame. We would ask that all pupils are punctual on arrival as late attendance will mean additional 

challenges for staff.  

Any adult coming onto the school site, with their child in the morning or waiting to collect their child at the 

end of the day must wear a face covering and remain at least 2m away from other people. We ask you 

to leave the school site at the end of the day as soon as you have collected your child. You will not be 

allowed to stay on the school site to ‘chat’ to other adults.  

 
What is the school implementing that will help keep my child and school staff safe?  
We are trying to ensure that all our decisions support class ‘bubbles’ to minimise contact between classes 
at all times whilst encouraging social distancing wherever possible.  

playground / field space. Break time may be at a different time for some classes due to space needed. 
Lunches will continue to be eaten in the classroom and will be packed lunch from home or hot meal in a 
thermal box with cutlery, delivered to the classroom. Year R will eat as a class in the hall.  

around the class during lessons to provide support and additional instructions, avoiding face to face 
contact. Pupils will not be allowed, nor expected, to move around the classroom, apart from entering and 
leaving, and not without permission from an adult.  

 

 

 There will be no free movement around the school site. If a child requires the toilet during lesson 

time, they must use the allocated class facilities. Only children from the same bubble can in in the 

toilet area at the same time.  

 There will be no access to parents/carers into the school site without an appointment / permission.  

Is there any social distancing in school?  
Yes.  

taff will be situated in the classroom maintaining a distance from children, if face to face.  

anyone  

e and not touch staff and their peers  

as it is not in keeping with the Early Years play based curriculum. We have also decided that children in 
Ladybird class can sit as small groups, not necessarily side by side, in rows.  

 
 
How will you ensure that the school is thoroughly sanitised?  

chool. Every individual will sanitise / wash their hands prior to entry.  

they return home.  

ments  

 

wash basins in the middle of the day  
uch their mouth, eyes and nose.  

 

their own pocket until the end of the lesson.  

their learning space.  

entilation.  

 
This will be repeated on exit.  
 
 



 

  

What should my child wear?  
Pupils will be expected to wear uniform according to the school policy. Normal expectations will apply. 
Uniforms do not need to be cleaned any more often than usual, nor do they need to be cleaned using 
methods which are different from normal. Due to increased ventilation in all rooms, pupils are required to 
consider what additional layers they can wear to ensure they are warm enough at all times by wearing 
vests and leggings under their school uniform if needed. 
 
Are there any changes to the curriculum?  
No. We shall continue to deliver our curriculum to meet the aims of the school’s vision statement. We 
recognise that there are some adjustments that need to be made to the curriculum to enable all children to 
thrive. For some we will need to focus on reconnecting them to our curriculum.  
We will need to consider the habits pupils will need to establish for being back in school (emotional)  
To achieve this we shall:  

‘tweak to transform’ so that we make the right adaptations to secure the best outcomes for our pupils and 
reconnect them to their learning most effectively  

 complement excellent teaching and learning with additional reconnecting activities such as time with 

our ELSA and counsellor and small group learning provide enhanced reconnecting activities that 

focus on the well-being and mental health of the children in our care. 

Will school trips be happening? 
Yes but currently the Year 5 trip to Oxford museum is planned in June. Current guidance states that 
domestic trips may take place. We will continually review and consider the implementation of trips in the 
event that guidance changes or upon completion of a robust risk assessment. Currently the government 
are still advising against a school trip involving an overnight stay (the Year 6 residential to Osmington Bay 
still remains booked at this time – fingers crossed).  
 
Are enrichment clubs happening? 
No. Not at this time but hopefully after May half term. 
 
Will the Breakfast club and After School club be running?  
Yes. Places need to be booked via the admin team. Breakfast club will be in the hall, in class bubbles from 
7.45am – 8.45am for an additional charge.  
 
After School club will run from 3.15pm to 5.45pm Monday – Thursday and 5.15pm on Fridays with the 
children, again staying in their class bubbles. This club will now be in the After School club room as well as 
the hall. Children will be kept in their class bubble.  
 
What will the school do if there is a suspected case of COVID-19?  

Staff and other adults must not come into the school if they have coronavirus (COVID-19) symptoms, or 
have tested positive in the last 10 days. If the COVID-19 test results are negative, staff and children can 
return the next day.  If the test is positive, you must not come into school for 10 days.  

 Anyone developing COVID-19 symptoms (continuous cough or a high temperature, or has a loss of, 

or change in, their normal sense of taste or smell), when in school shall be sent home and advised 

to follow the current national stay at home guidance and book a test. Other systems evident in 

young people that may indicate that a test is required are a rash, abdominal pain, diarrhoea and 

conjunctivitis.  

 Other members of their household (including any siblings) should self-isolate for 10 days from when 

the symptomatic person first had symptoms. 

If a child is awaiting collection, they will be moved, if possible, to a room where they can be isolated 
behind a closed door, in a room with ventilation and with appropriate adult supervision if required. The adult 
will maintain a 2 metre distance, where possible, and wear appropriate PPE.  

Everyone must wash their hands thoroughly for 20 seconds with soap and running water or use hand 
sanitiser after any contact with someone who is unwell.  

Parents and staff must inform us immediately of any COVID-19 test results, positive or negative.  

In the event that one of our school community tests positive for COVID-19 we shall contact the local 
health protection team as per the current guidance and await their assessment process to inform us of the 
school’s next steps.  
 
 



 

  

What should I do if my child is unwell before school?  
If your child is unwell for other reasons as opposed to COVID-19 you must report the sickness absence of 
your child in the usual way and send your child back to school when they are well. Our office team remain 
accessible for advice and guidance if needed.  
 
If your child is experiencing symptoms of COVID-19 or a member of their household is, they should not 

attend school and you must report this to the school via telephone immediately. We will require evidence 

from ‘track and trace’ that school absence is required due to isolation. 

What are the arrangements for safeguarding?  
Designated Safeguarding Officers will be on site at all times, as per our usual practice here at Harestock.  
 
 
What are the evacuation arrangements?  
In the event of an evacuation, the procedure remains the same, vacating the building with 2 metre 
distancing implemented, when safe to do so, to the school’s class assembly points.  
 
What happens if there is a Coronavirus local lockdown in Winchester or my family has to isolate?  
For individuals or groups of self-isolating pupils, remote education plans will be in place. Where a class, 
group or small number of pupils need to self-isolate, or a local lockdown requiring pupils to remain at home, 
we have the capacity to offer immediate remote education. More detailed information will be given in this 
situation.  
 
This guidance is subject to change and any updates will be issued accordingly. 

 


