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Tuesday 21st July 2020 
Dear Parents, 
 

This is the update for this week.  
 

There is an INSET tomorrow for staff. The summer holiday activities given out to children who have attended school 
are available tomorrow outside the office area for anyone who still needs to collect them.  Please ring the school by 
12pm if you need us to post you a set.  
 

End of term:  
It has been so nice to welcome Year 2, 3, 4 and 5 back to school even if it was for only 1 day. The children were 
understandably nervous arriving but left with smiles on their faces, after having had a great day. We will welcome 
Year 1-6 back next year from Monday 7th September.  
 

It is difficult to believe that we have now been in this unwanted position since the end of March and many of us are 
more than ready for it to come to an end. As a school-home partnership I am incredibly proud of everyone who has 
put so much effort into providing the very best for the children of Harestock. Both parents and teachers alike. These 
have been, and continue to be unprecedented times, where all of us have had to make difficult decisions – not 
always knowing whether they are the right ones.  
 

After such a significant amount of time away from school for the majority of our children (even though they had a 
day back today or yesterday), there will no doubt be some anxiety over their return to school when it eventually 
arrives. This is normal for any human being when they are about to do something that they haven’t done for such a 
long time. In so many households you will have enjoyed a huge range of activities with your children, that had things 
continued as before lockdown, perhaps you simply would never have had the opportunity to do. Yes, there will be 
some cases of an increase in anxiety in isolated cases, but once that first day is out of the way the majority of 
children who have been in school during this time have been incredibly happy and settled.  
 

Staff leaving  
It is with great sadness that we inform you that Mrs Bannister is leaving at the end of the school year to start a new 
career. Mrs Bannister has been at Harestock for the last 14 years and is an asset to the school with respect to her 
teaching role up until last summer and this year her learning support role working across Year 5/6. We thank Mrs 
Bannister for her dedication to her role here and she will be sorely missed. We wish her much happiness in the 
future. 
 

Zoom meetings before Monday 7th September 
Tomorrow Mrs Green will send all the classes their zoom meeting invite with their current class teacher. We hope 
your child can attend and catch up with their class.  
 

DfE guidance  
DfE have produced the following guidance or updates last week:  
A guide to encourage your child to read.  
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/10-top-tips-to-encourage-children-to-read 
Help primary school children continue their education during coronavirus (COVID-19) - Advice for parents and carers 
looking after primary school children. 
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/help-primary-school-children-continue-their-education-during-coronavirus-covid-19 
 

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/10-top-tips-to-encourage-children-to-read
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/help-primary-school-children-continue-their-education-during-coronavirus-covid-19


 

  

Co-opted Governor vacancy 
We currently have a vacancy for a governor. A Co-opted Governor is an individual from the community who has the 
skills and experience which the governing board require. They will be appointed by the existing board, following an 
application and interview. More information is attached.  
 

Summer holiday homework – Trek to Tokyo 
In the pack we have given every child the first two weeks of booklets to record their physical activity and start 
collecting ‘miles’. The link below contains the other four weeks of activities to read and download and more 
information about registering.  
 

This is a 6 week challenge made up of physical and creative challenges which, once completed equate to miles. Can 
the children complete enough challenges to earn enough miles to get from Hampshire to Tokyo, venue for next 
year's Olympic Games?  https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/14x5lj1nYaAB_R-JS01DGT8SehliZ6Td7?usp=sharing 
 

Thank you 
Thank you to all parents who have helped out in school in lots of different ways this year, there are just too many 
parents to individually mention but your support and generosity with your time is truly appreciated. Please contact 
the school office if you can possibly spare some time next year to help out being a better reading partner, helping in 
class, doing some gardening with the children, running an after school club (or one at lunchtime), being on the 
Friends of the School committee or just offering your help whenever you can. 
 

Medication 
Please ensure all inhalers and medication are collected tomorrow. This includes any Calpol or Nurofen you may have 
in school which your child currently needs. If any medication is not collected by this date it will be safely disposed of 
at Boots, the Chemist, that evening. Please ensure inhalers are brought back into school on Monday 7th September. 
Thank you. 
 

HAVING A SORT OUT? 
If you are having a sort out over the summer and have any unwanted toys or activity equipment which are still in 
good condition but your little ones have grown out of we would love to find them a new home in Early Years. We are 
looking for any toy cars, animals, marble run, train sets and trains, dolls equipment, play mats, bikes, scooters, dolls 
pushchairs, outside resources etc.  Also, for our outside area; piece of unwanted decking, rope, drain pipe, nets, 
tarpauling, tyres etc. Any donations will be very appreciated. Many thanks, Early Years Team. 
 

Construction site child safety - summer holidays 
HCC would like to draw your attention to a YouTube video and documentation provided to them by the Health and 
Safety Executive (HSE) and aimed at primary school age children.  It is designed to encourage children to steer clear 
of construction sites over the summer holidays.  
The material includes the YouTube link:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=K8rbWaSwvqw 
 
 
 
Again, thank you for your support and understanding this year. Thank you for the cards and presents I personally 
have received, as well as cards and presents for the whole staff team. This is greatly appreciated.  
 
I am wishing you a lovely summer holiday and I am looking forward to seeing everyone on Monday 7th September 
(hopefully!).  
 
Yours sincerely,  
 
 
 
Mrs J. Sankey  

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/14x5lj1nYaAB_R-JS01DGT8SehliZ6Td7?usp=sharing
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=K8rbWaSwvqw

