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The “working bee” on 7th of May was a great success! 
Wow, what a GREAT morning we had on Saturday 7th May at our second 
community allotment “working bee” – we had loads of volunteers and, 
thanks to the fantastic efforts of Graham, his digger, and the hard-digging 
parents, grandparents and staff, we now have four allotment patches – 
three full of your plants, and one waiting for more! 

We had well over 100 plants to plant, thanks to the hard work of school families growing the 
seeds we gave out before Easter. Thank you so much to everyone who planted and grew – it was 
a wonderful sight as we collected together all the plants bought in to school on Friday and then on 
Saturday we looked up at 10am and saw a wave of families walking towards the allotment, all 
carrying more plants ready for planting! 
 
The seedlings are all planted now and are distributed between the greenhouse (for the tomatoes 
and some lettuce); the plot at the back of the school (potatoes, squash, pumpkins, courgettes, as 
well as the Jerusalem artichokes and onions which we planted last time); the plot at the front on 
the corner of the reception classroom (sweetcorn, onions, and various beans); and the raised bed 
at the front of the school (beans, beetroot and carrots as well as all the other plants that were 
already in there).  We also have one spare bed ready for some cucumbers and the plants of 
anyone who is still growing their seeds – so bring them in! 
 

Spare seeds available for collection from the school office 
We were very sorry to hear that some of the seeds we gave out did not grow. 
Apparently that is what happens sometimes with gardening, but (thanks to a kind 
donation from Tesco, and some parents) we do have spare seeds. So please go to 
the office and ask for some more seeds if you would like to have another go. Once 
you’ve grown them, bring them to the next “working bee”, and we’ll plant them with 
you. Remember to put your name, and the name of the plant, on the pot! 
 

 

 

We’ve harvested our first vegetables – the radishes! 
This week we picked our first vegetables from the allotment – the radishes need a 
bit of thinning out and, as long as you don’t mind small radishes, the ones we pick 
now are ready to eat!  So, watch out over the next couple of weeks for radishes 
being picked in the morning and grab yourself a couple to cut up into a salad! 

 
Did you hear us on Easter Sunday on BBC Radio Solent? 
“The Good Life”, on BBC Radio Solent, featured a segment on our allotment on Easter 
Sunday – including interviews with Harestock pupils Abigail Woolfenden and Matthew 
Wright! The Good Life will be back to hear more once the strawberries are ready for 
harvest so if you’d like to tell them about your work on the allotment, let your teacher 
know. You can listen to The Good Life on Sundays from 12 – 2 on Radio Solent. 
 

 

 
 

 
THE NEXT ALLOTMENT “WORKING BEE” IS:    10am ON SATURDAY 18 JUNE.  

 
PLEASE COME ALONG TO HELP US CLEAR THE “COURTYARD” GARDEN* AND 

HARVEST WHATEVER FRUIT AND VEG ARE READY – NO EXPERIENCE NECESSARY AND 
YOU CAN TAKE HOME SOME FREE FRESH FRUIT AND VEG! 

 
* The courtyard garden is the courtyard inside the school buildings, just off the hall. It is a lovely space and was used 

last year for growing all sorts of things – it just needs some work to restore it a beautiful quiet oasis. 
 

 


