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WHOLE SCHOOL INFORMATION 
Letter to the school from Nick Gibb MP (Minister of State for school Reform) 
On Monday the school received a letter congratulating the school for the very high standard of 

achievement in the 2015 phonics screening check. With at least 95% of pupils reaching or exceeding 

the pass mark in the check, Harestock school is in the top 5% of all primary schools in the country.  

He congratulated staff and pupils for ensuring Year 1 children, last year, had a firm foundation in 

reading, from which they can develop further and become increasingly fluent readers. He thanked the 

leadership for our work in this vital area of a child’s early education. We are all very proud!  
 

Poppy Appeal 
We are overwhelmed by everyone’s generosity with donations over the past week. Thank you.  The 

assembly on Wednesday, led by Helen, Matthew and Megan, was thought provoking, including the film 

clips they used from the British Legion. The children all laid their ‘made’ poppy by the school cenotaph 

next to the school hall. Some poppies will be turned into a poppy landscape in the hall. Photos will be on 

the school website of our assembly and poppy laying as soon as possible.  
 

Children In Need fundraising day 
Thank you so much for your donations today. Once we have counted up all the donations we will inform 

you of the total amount and the total length of coins which was created. Thank you again for your 

generosity.  
 

Individual photographs 
The photographer is back in school on 24th November to take photographs of children absent when 

photos were previously taken or if you would like a re-take. Please contact the office if you would like 

your child to have a re-take.   You will receive your proofs relatively quickly after this date so 

photograph orders will be collected on 8th December for these photos to ensure photographs required 

are returned to you before the end of term. 
 

Dropping off children 
Please remind your child/ren to use the small pedestrian gate at the front of the school if you drop 

them off there and not run through the open double gates that lead to the staff car park. Thank you.  
 

Anti-bullying week is starting Monday  
This is a national week set aside to further raise awareness with the children on how to deal with and 

stop bullying if it ever happens to them and the different types of bullying which unfortunately exist 

in society today. We do our utmost here at Harestock to put a stop to any allegations of bullying, 
which is in fact very few in number across the year. To bully is to intimidate or harass someone else 
over a period of time and this is not tolerated. Bullying is unacceptable to anyone, anywhere. As soon 
as an allegation is reported to staff, we talk to all involved and take necessary actions to make the 
situation better. 
 

Children on packed lunch 
The lunchtime supervisors work really hard to ensure your children eat as much of their lunch provided 

by you as possible. However some lunch boxes are ‘bursting’ at the seams with food and some children 

are still eating their lunch after 1 hour. Please could you check with your child how much food they are 

eating and also ensure the number of items you put in their lunchbox is about right. It is important 

that all children manage to have some time during lunchtime to run around outside before the whistle 

is blown at 1pm.  
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Home School Diaries 

Please do use these in order to communicate to teachers anything that you feel they should 

know about your child.  Thank you. 

Grapes 
In light of the child choking incident, which happened elsewhere, and was reported in the national 

media recently and the resulting recommended guidelines which were published, please could you 

ensure that grapes are cut in half before they are put in your child’s packed lunch?  Thank you. 
 

INFANT CLASSES INFORMATION 
Phonics meeting on Tuesday 
Thank you to all the parents who came to the Y1/2 phonics evening.  The powerpoint used in the 

meeting will be on our school website next week for anyone who was unable to attend.  

 

JUNIOR CLASSES INFORMATION 
Year 5/6 Family assembly on Thursday 19th November at 9.15 am in the hall. Parents of Year 5/6 

children welcome to attend. 
 

WEBSITE UPDATE 
Last week’s newsletter; tickertape; Butterfly/Caterpillar/Owl/Hedgehog/Fox class blogs; Y1&2 

autumn 2 topic web; letters from Department for Education re Phonics and Pupil premium (on home 

page); Remembrance day (in blogs/school and forces families) 
 

FOS 
Bake sale: Friday 20th November 

 

REMINDERS 
The Christmas Fayre is quickly approaching THURSDAY 10th December 3.15 pm – 5 pm 
There will be a Santa’s grotto and lots of stalls to look at and spend your money at – tombolas, raffle, 

books, toys, cakes, refreshments, home produce, stalls selling the ‘craft item’ the children have made 

themselves and lots more. Come along and join in the fun. Please put the date on your calendar  

NOVEMBER 

Fri 27th Be bright, be seen non-uniform day (fluorescent colours) 

Mon 30th Year 1/2 Medieval day 

Week beginning 30th Travelling Book fair here 3.15pm til 3.45pm 
DECEMBER 

Wed 2nd Yr 5/6 Listen to Me Ukulele concert 

Thurs 3rd Yr 3/4 Listen to me Samba concert 

Thurs 10th Christmas Fayre 3.15pm – 5pm 

Tues 15th Infant Nativity 2pm in the hall 

Wed 16th Infant Nativity 2pm in the hall 

Wed 16th Junior Concert dress rehearsal at the Church 10am                  Concert 6.30pm 

Thurs 17th Yr R Christmas Celebration show to parents 9.45am 

Thurs 17th Christmas Lunch 

Fri 18th Christmas party day 

Fri 18th 3.15pm Break up for holidays 

 

  


