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WHOLE SCHOOL INFORMATION 
The Space launch 
The children were able to all come together on Tuesday morning to watch the amazing sight of Tim Peake, with 

his fellow astronauts, blast off to the International Space Station. It was incredible to experience this with the 

children, to give them hopes and aspirations for their future that anything is possible; even going into space. The 

children found it amazing to know that Tim Peake went to Portsmouth University to gain his degree, and after 

retiring from the army in 2009, saw an advert to become an astronaut and his space journey began! We await the 

astronauts’ safe return to Earth on Sunday 5th June next year!  
 

Christmas Parties 
The Infant and Junior children had their parties today and there was more food here than I have ever seen 

before. The children were completely full! It was a fun day for all. 
 

Performances collections 
We collected £320 in total so our donations to our charities are as follows: £106.66 Naomi House, £106.67 

Action for children and £106.67 to the school in Nepal. Thank you again for your generosity. 
 

Staff leaving this term 
We say goodbye to Miss Aldred who is leaving to take up another Deputy Headship at a school in Southampton. 

We wish her much success and happiness in her new job. Also Mrs Hook has finished her 1/2 term contract 

teaching Otter class last Friday. Mrs Hawkins is also leaving Caterpillar and I know the children and staff in 

Year R will miss her tremendously. Mrs Lock is leaving today to take up a Special Needs position at another local 

school.  
 

Leaving words from Miss Aldred 
I have had an amazing four years at Harestock. I am very sad to be leaving the school as I have worked with 

some wonderful children and parents. I would like to thank you all for your support over the last four years. The 

KS2 Christmas performance last night was a tribute to how hard the children (and teachers) work in order to 

achieve a goal. It was wonderful to see the Year 1/2 nativity yesterday as this also gave a very special message 

about love and friendship making us all shine. A message for us all to remember, not just at Christmas! Wishing 

you all a very Happy Christmas and New Year. I look forward to regular updates as to how all the children are 

getting on! Also thanks to the staff, governors and other members of the school community who have made the 

last four years special.  
 

Leaving words from Mrs Hawkins 
I have thoroughly enjoyed my term at Harestock.  It has been a real pleasure welcoming the children into 

Caterpillars and Butterflies at the start of their school journey and wonderful to work with their families in 

sharing the children’s successes.  I will miss Harestock but know the amazing Early Years team, which I have 

been fortunate to work so briefly with, will continue to make Caterpillar and Butterfly classes very special places 

for each of the special children there. 
 

New arrivals 
The children in Otter class met Mrs Somerset’s baby, Felix, on Friday last week and he is gorgeous, and very well 

behaved! 

We are very pleased to tell you that on the 4th December Archie Bannister was born. Mum and baby are now 

doing fine. We are hoping they visit Dolphin on Friday.  
 

Hello from Miss Burnett 
Following the warm welcome I received during my visit to Harestock Primary School in November, I am very 

excited to be joining the teaching team in January. Having worked with Mrs Hoyland and having met some of the 

children, I am looking forward to teaching in such a wonderful environment, whilst adding to the energetic and 

positive atmosphere I have already experienced. I am keen to meet you all in person in the new term, but until 

then have a Merry Christmas and I will see you all in the New Year. 
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We are pleased to inform parents of Hedgehog class that Mr Kesterson will be teaching hedgehog class full time 

after Christmas.  
 

Hello from Mr Kesterson 
I am delighted at the prospect of joining such a good school as Harestock Primary and teaching the lovely 

Hedgehog Class. I am currently in my 15th year of teaching and have taught from Foundation Stage to Year Six. 

I have also led the Key Stage at two different schools in my career. I love seeing children make excellent 

progress whilst becoming responsible and independent individuals. I am looking forward to ensuring a smooth 

transition from Mrs Breen and working with the parents as closely as possible over the coming months. I am a 

keen sports person in my spare time, support the 'superb' Derby County and love spending time walking my dog 

Toby in the countryside.  
 

Citizenship Award 
As a school we have learning tree values that all children aim to show and develop in school. This half term the 

teachers recognised children who relate well to others and have shown respect around the school to peers and 

adults. 

There were many nominations for children to receive the award so we had to think very carefully about all 

aspects of the school day, including the playground and lunchtimes. I was very proud to award Lexie in Year 4 

with the award for demonstrating all of these qualities consistently. Lexie was presented with the award which 

she can keep at home until February half term. The runners up were: Year R -Skye; Year 1 - Roxi; Year 2 - Lilly; 

Year 3 -  Elicia; Year 5 - Kayleigh and Year 6 - Tyler.  
 

Holly Bull Award 
Each term this award is presented to someone who has shown resilience and determination. This term we would 

like to recognise the achievements of Lily T in Panther class. We are proud of you. 
 

Fit Fest 
On Friday 4th December nine children accompanied by three members of staff went to ‘Fit Fest’ in the Guildhall. 

Schools from all over Hampshire had been invited and it was great fun. The aim of the day was to encourage 

children to keep both their minds and bodies fit. There were different workshops we could choose to attend; we 

chose ‘Story Telling’ and ‘Worry Warriors.’ Both were great fun and gave the children new found confidence in 

dealing with tricky situations. In the afternoon (after a ride on a giant Christmas pudding!) we did some 

activities which were all about body skills, we made smoothies by pedal power and attempted some new circus 

skills. All in all we had a great day learning about keeping our minds and bodies fit. 
 

Year 5/6 Henry Beaufort Christmas Extravaganza 
On the 15th of December, Years 5/6 were lucky enough to see the Henry Beaufort Christmas Extravaganza. It 

started with an amazing gymnastics display by Years 7, 8 and 9. We also saw a series of musical performances 

using a range of instruments including guitars, drums, violins and many more. There also was poetry and dance 

performed by the students. It was excellent.           By Will & Dan 
 

Harestock Community Choir 
The Harestock Community Choir have enjoyed a very busy half-term!  We have visited several care homes in the 

local area to sing a variety of Christmas songs, carols and some of our extensive repertoire!  In fact we have had 

requests for us to return later in the year to all locations, so we can’t sound too bad!  This week we have sung at 

the Christmas Market and are very excited about going to London on Saturday to sing by the Christmas tree in 

Trafalgar Square.  We meet weekly in the school hall on Thursday from 6.30-7.30.   

All welcome, no auditions or previous experience are required!  We particularly need more men!!!  Our first 

meeting of 2016 will be on Thursday 7th January and we would love to see you there!  
 

Return to London for £10!  

Fancy a trip to London tomorrow to shop or see the sights? The community choir are singing at Trafalgar Square 

and the coach has been upgraded so we have more available seats. The choir are leaving Harestock Tescos at 

11am and are returning at about 8.30pm. Text Jo Hemming on 07944 945778 if you are interested in using the 

coach to get you to London too (no need to sing!) 
 

Wishing everyone a very merry Christmas and a Happy New Year 



First day back to school        
We start back at school after Christmas on TUESDAY 5th January. 

INFANT CLASSES INFORMATION 
KS1 Nativity 
On Tuesday and Wednesday last week the Infants performed their nativity to parents and other 

relatives/friends. The nativity photo has been taken for the Daily Echo. We still do not know which edition / day 

this will be featured but watch out for the nativity special.  
 

Year R performance 
The Year R children were great on Thursday morning and it was lovely to see so many parents having a ‘cuppa’ and 

mince pie before the show started. Well done to the children for their singing and actions. They did so well after 

only 1 term at school. They learnt the words off by heart to many songs and all were sung so well. It was lovely to 

watch.  
 

JUNIOR CLASSES INFORMATION 
Junior Concert 
On Wednesday the Juniors performed their Christmas Around the World Concert to parents and other relatives 

and friends. We are sorry if you had to stand throughout the concert, there were a lot of people watching. The 

concert was brilliant! The children sang beautifully; we were immensely proud of each and every one of the 

children, we are sure you are too. They all should have a huge sense of achievement. Thank you for the donations 

at the end of the performances. We really appreciate all the kind words spoken to us after the junior concerts 

saying how brilliant the children were and also thanking the staff for their hard work and support.  

WEBSITE UPDATE 
Last week’s newsletter; tickertape; ‘Fit fest’ photos (in blogs/school); after school club blog;  

 

ATTACHMENTS SENT BY TUCASI COMMUNICATIONS 
Challenge corner;  

 

FOS 
Happy Christmas from FOS. This term we have held 2 discos plus 3 bake sales and a pudding night. 

Only one family attended pudding night which was also the Annual General Meeting of FOS. Although we know 

everyone is busy this was disappointing because of the effort put in and also added don't really have a 

committee. Thanks to the couple of people who offered help after my last plea - it would be great to get more 

people involved.  

Next term we will start planning the fete our biggest fundraiser - we need fete committee members to make the 

fete happen - it will be a meeting each month and fete tasks.  

Good wishes for the New Year to you and your families                                          Harestockfos@gmail.com 

 

REMINDERS 
Bake sale 
Friday 15th January – Austen house parents to contribute items please 
 

Year 5 Swimming 
After Christmas, starting Thursday 7th of January, all Year 5 children will go swimming. It will be 10 weeks of 

swimming lessons at the River Park Leisure Centre. A Year 5/6 teacher and an LSA will be escorting the Year 5 

children each week. The children will travel to the leisure centre by coach in the morning and arrive back to 

school at about 11.30am. If your child is in Year 5 and you can help with coming along, please contact the office. 

Thank you. 
 

 

 

Year 3/4/5/6 Save a date! 
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Listen to Me Clarinet concert for Year 5/6 – Thursday 16th March, times to be confirmed 

Listen to Me Ukulele concert for Year 3/4 – Wednesday 23rd March, times to be confirmed 
 

Year 4/5/6 table tennis club starting again Wednesday 6th January. Please complete the slip sent home 

previously with the payment for 10 weeks.  

 

COMMUNITY EVENTS 
St Barnabas Church Christmas Services: 

Sunday 20th 6pm: Carols by Candlelight, followed by mulled wine and mince pies in the Church Hall 

Christmas Eve: 4pm Crib Service, children are encouraged to dress up as characters from the Nativity. 

11.30pm: Midnight Communion 

Christmas Day: 10am Family Communion Service 

Sunday 27th December 10am: All Age Communion Service 
 

Wesley Methodist Church, Weeke, Winchester 
Sunday 20th: 10:30am Morning Nativity Service led by Revd Dawn Carn 

Christmas Eve:  11:30pm Midnight Communion Service led by Revd Dawn Carn 

Christmas day: 11:00am Christmas Day Service led by Revd Dawn Carn 

 CHALLENGE CORNER 

 

http://www.wesleychurch.org.uk/calendar/event.php?event=2455&monthly_view=grid&calendar_category_id=0
http://www.wesleychurch.org.uk/calendar/event.php?event=2181&monthly_view=grid&calendar_category_id=0
http://www.wesleychurch.org.uk/calendar/event.php?event=2182&monthly_view=grid&calendar_category_id=0

