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WHOLE SCHOOL INFORMATION 
Governors – a thank you, an update and an introduction to a new governor 
Thank you. 

The first half term of 2015/2016 has flown by at school in a fabulous whirl of settling in for year R, 

the “Fire of London” for years 1/2, the “Path of Mankind” for years 3/4, “We are a Democracy” for 

year 5/6 and a wonderful European Languages day for the whole school. Having spent some time in 

school this week with our new governor, we were delighted to see the amazing work in all these areas, 

from models of the fire of London; making and painting model bronze age daggers; and amazing power 

points of the exploits of Greek Heros – so a huge well done and thank you to staff and pupils alike for 

their amazing work in bringing these topics to life, and to parents and carers for the work done at 

home on “take home” and homework tasks. I also want to say a big thank you to all those parents, 

carers, staff and pupils who made European Languages day such an adventure for the school. It was 

brilliant to see the “French café ” full in the morning, and I heard all sorts of exciting things about 

the language activities which went on throughout the day. 
 

Update on Governing Body activity 
The governors have also been busy this half term including: 
* Updating our “governors” page on the website so that it has more information which you can access 

at your convenience, including who the governors are, more about the role of the Governing Body and 

the things we have been considering recently; 
  *Looking at our governance and finalising our governance plan for 2015/2016. The plan summarises 

the Governing Body’s work (including meetings and visits) and the strategic foci for the year; 
 *Two of the Subcommittees of the Governing Body have met (Finance & Resources and Staffing); 
 we have conducted a number of governor visits including attending the first INSET day, a full day 

governor visit focused on safeguarding, participating on an interview panel, attending a celebration 

assembly; and starting our induction program for our new governor;  
 *The Full Governing Body (FGB) has had its first meeting of the academic year; and 
 we have been thinking about how we can engage more with parents/carers, pupils and staff – 

suggestions welcome. 
 

I have included a bit more information about these on the “governors” page of the website, at the 

bottom of the page, and the minutes of meetings will be available once they have been approved at the 

next round of committee and FGB meetings. 
 

Welcome to a new governor 
A big welcome to our new governor, Mr Alistair Scott, who was co-opted to the Governing Body at our 

Full Governing Body meeting on 28 September 2015. Alistair is a local businessman who brings to the 

Governing Body experience in finance, operating a business and a personal interest and qualification in 

professional education and development. Over the next few months Alistair will be undergoing our 

governor induction regime and settling into his new role as Governor. If you see Alistair around 

(governors wear yellow lanyards when they are at school in their capacity as governors) please feel 

free to introduce yourself and make him welcome. 
 

Alistair is what is known as a “co-opted” governor and was co-opted following the Governing Body 

conducting a skills audit refresher; advertising for potential governors in the school newsletter, local 

publications and via Hampshire County Council; and a formal application and interview process. In 

addition to training provided to new governors by Hampshire County Council, Alistair will also attend 

various Governing Body Committee meetings as part of his induction before being allocated to an 

appropriate committee (or committees) and getting stuck in to the work of the Governing Body. 

http://www.harestock.co.uk/


For more information about our governor vacancies, please see the “governors” page of the website; 

and for information about being a governor including the eligibility requirements, have a look at 

Hampshire County Council’s information at: http://www3.hants.gov.uk/education/governors/governors-

govrecruit.htm. 
 

Feedback 
The Governing Body would welcome feedback about these updates, the information on our webpage and 

how we can engage more with parents/carers, pupils and staff in relation to the work of the Governing 

Body. If you would like to provide feedback, please drop a note into the school office, speak with Mrs 

Sankey, or email chairofgovernors@harestock.co.uk.  
Linda Gregory, Chair of Governors 
 

Harestock Languages Day 2015 
Pupils at Harestock Primary School held their own ‘European Languages Day’ on Tuesday 13th October. 

This is an international event held once a year across Europe to celebrate the wealth of languages 

spoken. 
 

The pupils at Harestock began the day with a French breakfast in the hall where children could  buy a 

French croissant, pain au chocolat or brioche and choose from ‘’jus de pomme or ‘jus d’orange’. The 

children asked in French and said ‘Merci’ and ‘S’il vous plait’. 

During the morning classes had a taste of French, Italian, German and Spanish from language students 

at Peter Symonds. The students taught the children colours, numbers and a variety of useful phrases 

which the children delighted in practising at playtime!  

Parents, carers and even au pairs also helped out, reading and telling stories in their native language. 

In the afternoon students from Winchester University captivated the children with a drama 

performance of ‘We’re Going on a Bear Hunt’ in French! 

It was a very successful day, giving Harestock pupils a taste of so many languages, involving the wider 

community, and hopefully sparking an interest in language learning for the future. 
 

Parent-teacher meetings 
Thank you to so many parents who have attended Parent-Teacher meetings this week. I hope the 

information you received was helpful. 
 

Contact details 
Please ensure that you have updated your phone / email and we urge all parents to sign up to Tucasi .            

We sometimes find that we cannot always get hold of parents as quickly as we would like. If you would 

like to sign up for Tucasi mail to get information via email and/text, please contact the school office 

and we will send home joining information. 
 

Poppy appeal 
After half term we will be able to start selling poppies before and after school. This year the British 

Legion has given us various other things to sell for a 50p donation such as friendship bands (rubber), 

rubbers, key rings, magnets, pencils and bugs. We also have some elastic wristbands for £1 and metal 

poppy pin badges for £2.  
 

New Autumn menu 
The new 2015/16 HC3S Primary school menu has been given out today.  
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INFANT CLASSES INFORMATION 
Y1/Y2 
The children in Year 1 and Year 2 had fun on Wednesday when Mel from Sainsburys came to work with 

them.  To finish off the London’s Burning topic they made bread rools which they have all brought 

home today.  

 “The best bit was putting our hands in and getting messy!” by Angela and Evie. 
 

JUNIOR CLASSES INFORMATION 
Year 6 parents only 
The closing date for Year 7 applications is Saturday 31 October.  As this falls in half term and 

Harestock school will be closed, any parent who has yet to apply will need to either apply online (at 

www.hants.gov.uk/admissions) or by calling Hants Direct on 0845 603 5623 for a paper application. 

Paper applications will need to be returned to the Admissions Team at HCC.  
 

Year 5/6  
We have arranged for the children to have Football coaching after half term on a Monday. Please 

ensure your child brings their trainers for PE as most weeks the children will be on the field for PE, an 

empty carrier bag to put their dirty trainers in and tracksuit bottoms and a top in case of colder 

weather. Thank you.  
 

Year 6 information 
All Year 6 children will be taking their Key Stage 2 SATs during the week of 10th May 2015. The 
children will be tested in reading comprehension; mental maths; maths and a spelling, punctuation and 
grammar. All Year 6 children MUST attend this week and take part in the national testing 
arrangements. Further information will follow in the Spring term.  
 

WEBSITE UPDATE 
Last week’s newsletter; tickertape; updated SIP; European languages day report; Fox/Owl/Hedgehog 

class blogs;  

 

ATTACHMENTS SENT BY TUCASI COMMUNICATIONS 
Cinema Club 49 at Weeke Community Centre on Wednesday 28th Oct 3.30 – 5.30. 

Henry’s Kindergarten Xmas Fair – Saturday 21st November. 
 

REMINDERS 
School photographer 
Cardwell and Simons, our school photographers will be in school on Tuesday 3rd November to take 

individual pupil photographs (and siblings who attend Harestock Primary). Siblings who are NOT at 

Harestock primary will be taken from 8am on Tuesday 24th November. 
 

Parent Partnership Service this is now known as Support4SEND, which is a free, confidential 

information advice and support service in Hampshire for all parent carers of children with special 

educational needs and disabilities (SEND) and for children and young people with SEND.  For further 

info tel 01962 845870 or email enquiries.support4send@hants.gov.uk.  www.hants.gov.uk/support4send 
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COMMUNITY EVENTS 
Special Halloween opening at Westgate Museum FREE EVENTS 

Monday 26th – Saturday 31st October.  

The creepy Westgate will be decorated for Halloween and open especially for half-term week. 

There will also be a Halloween Horrors Spotters Quiz running during the week, can you spot all of the 

creepy rats hiding around the Westgate chamber? 
 

Craft activities to celebrate Halloween at Westgate Museum 

Friday 31st October  - Pop in to the Westgate and make a scuttling rat to take away on Halloween . . . if 

you dare! 
 

Saxon Living History Days at the City Museum 

Friday 31st Oct – Sunday 1st Nov 10.30am – 5pm 

Come and meet the Saxon Warriors, learn about their costumes, their technologies and their 

weaponry.  

Don’t miss the Jutish ladies with their fashions, their jewellery and their crafts! 

Far from presenting a ‘Dark Age’, visitors can immerse themselves in a feast of colour with plenty of 

replica artefacts and ancient technologies to explore.  

It promises to be a great event! 

Free Admission - suitable for the whole family - Don't forget your camera. 

For above events contact 01962 863064 www.winchester.gov.uk/museums 
 

The Firework Code – Keep safe! 

Keep fireworks in a closed box.                                            Follow the instructions on each firework. 

Light at arm's length, using a taper.                Keep pets indoors.                          Stand well back.  

Never go near a firework that has been lit.                 Even if it hasn’t gone off, it could still explode.                                                      

Never put fireworks in your pocket or throw them.    Never give sparklers to a child under five.       

Always supervise children around fireworks.                  Light sparklers one at a time and wear gloves. 
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