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WHOLE SCHOOL INFORMATION 
Attendance  
Below is the class % for October. The school % is currently 97.3% 

Caterpillar Yr R = 94.4%            Butterfly Yr R = 95.3% 

Hedgehog Yr 1 = 93.3%              Owl Yr 1/2 = 97.9%                  Fox Yr 2 = 97.1% 

Badger Yr 3/4 = 96%                 Koala Yr 3/4 = 94.3%               Otter Yr 3/4 = 97.3% 

Dolphin Yr 5/6 = 95.7%              Leopard Yr 5/6 = 98.3%           Panther Yr 5/6 = 98.3% 
 

Information for parents/carers from Hampshire County Council: 
There is much research that shows a strong correlation between high attendance and high attainment 

for all children. A recent publication from the Department for Education indicated that even missing a 

short amount of time from school can reduce every pupil’s chance of securing the grades they are 

capable of achieving. https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/absence-and-attainment-at-key-

stages-2-and-4-2012-to-2013df 

Following the recent decision by Isle of Wight magistrates to not hear a case against a father who 

removed his child from school for a holiday during term time, we wish to clarify for all our parents and 

carers both the current implications of this case; and the current position on absence from school 

particularly regarding holidays during term time. 
 

The first is that: 

1)The Isle of Wight decision did not set a legal precedent, because magistrates’ decisions are not 

binding on other courts.       

2)Headteachers must continue to comply with the 2013 amendment to the Education (Pupil 

Registration) (England) (2006) Regulations 2013 which means that they cannot authorise a leave of 

absence from school unless it is exceptional.  

3)Parents/carers must comply with  Section 444 of the Education Act 1996 that states that  

“(1) If a child of compulsory school age who is a registered pupil at a school fails to attend regularly at 

the school, his parent is guilty of an offence.” 

“(1A) If in the circumstances mentioned in subsection (1) the parent knows that his child is failing to 

attend regularly at the school and fails without reasonable justification to cause him to do so, he is 

guilty of an offence.” 
 

Despite the recent decision of the magistrates on the Isle of Wight (which is subject to appeal) 

parents and carers can be failing to comply with section 444 of the Education Act if their child has 

unauthorised absences even if those unauthorised absences are for a family holiday. 
 

As such, all Local Authorities and their Headteachers must continue to follow the law on attendance 

and implement the government’s guidance around attendance. This remains the legal expectation for all 

education authorities, and supports children in attending their statutory entitlement of 190 days per 

year.  As a result the Isle of Wight and Hampshire County Council has reviewed the legal position in 

relation to the code of conduct for issuing penalty notices for unauthorised absence from school, and 

our code of conduct currently remains unchanged. 

It is of vital importance that all of us – the local authority, families, schools and children – do all we 

can to ensure children achieve the highest levels of attendance.  

  

I have recently received a penalty notice, does the case on the Isle of Wight affect whether I should 
pay? 
If you have received a penalty notice regarding school attendance, you are expected to pay this within 

the statutory period as detailed within the paperwork issued, or you may be subject to legal action. 

http://www.harestock.co.uk/
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/412638/The_link_between_absence_and_attainment_at_KS2_and_KS4.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/412638/The_link_between_absence_and_attainment_at_KS2_and_KS4.pdf
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2013/756/contents/made
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2013/756/contents/made


Change to School Lunch Menu 

Please note that the choice on a Thursday for week 2 i.e. next week the meat option is no 

longer roast chicken but is chicken in sauce with rice. 

INFANT CLASSES INFORMATION 

Forest Day for Butterflies and Caterpillars 

As part of our new topic, Let’s Celebrate, we have begun by celebrating ‘Autumn’. On Wednesday Year 

R had a fantastic time exploring the outside environment during their Forest Day. The children spent 

the entire day outside enjoying the wonderful grounds that we are lucky to have at Harestock. In 

order to learn about ‘Autumn’, and the seasonal changes we are experiencing, the children had the 

opportunity to observe and discover for themselves what happens at this time of year. They 

thoroughly enjoyed a variety of activities including a treasure hunt, creating ‘bog’ art models with clay, 

decorating trees in the woods, colour matching leaves, enjoying the stories ‘Stick Man’ and ‘Leaf Man’ 

and then creating their own characters. The weather was perfect and the rain held off, allowing for a 

picnic lunch and hot chocolate with biscuits in the afternoon. The children particularly enjoyed the 

space to run around, play in the piles of leaves and time to create their own games.  By the end of the 

day a group of muddy and tired children (and staff!) all agreed they’d had a great day.  Over the forth 

coming weeks we will continue our topic by celebrating ourselves, our families and the occasions we 

celebrate together. 

Pupils in Y1 and Y2 Flu Nasal Spray vaccination 

Your child will have brought home today a letter, consent form and information re the School Nursing 

Team being in school on Friday 20th November to administer the flu nasal spray vaccine to pupils in Y1 

and Y2 – so please check your child’s book bag and return the consent form by 6th November.  Without 

the consent form the nursing team will not give your child the vaccine. Thank you. 

 

JUNIOR CLASSES INFORMATION 
Inter House Challenge 
 

Today we had a fun morning with a ‘Traditional Games from around the World’ challenge morning.  

The children in Early Years teamed up with Year 3/4 and the children in Year 1/2 teamed up with Year 

5/6 in their house groups.  

The children played different games from around the world.  

“I liked finding out how children in different countries played similar games to us” Will 

“I liked learning with the Year R children” Elicia 

“I liked finding out about games that they played” Olivia 

“I was in the same group as my younger sister and we had fun playing the Greek statues game” Sophie. 

WEBSITE UPDATE 
Last week’s newsletter; tickertape;  

COMMUNITY EVENTS 
 

Messy Church 
Families with children aged up to 11 (children must be accompanied by an adult)  are invited to St 

Barnabas Church, Fromond Road on Sunday 8th November 4 – 6 p.m. to take part in lots of activities 

such as arts and crafts, treasure hunts, inside and outside games, stories and music. 

 

  


