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WHOLE SCHOOL INFORMATION 
 
Arts Week 

Year 6 have not been the only year group having fun this week!  

This week we held our second annual Arts week in Harestock.  Our theme this year was, ‘Every Picture 

Tells A Story.’  All the children had opportunities to explore this theme through a range of visual art, 

dance, drama and creative writing experiences throughout the week.  On Monday, the Year 5 children 

enjoyed a gallery lesson in Southampton where they were able to respond to the work they viewed and 

create wire sculptures.  On Tuesday the members of the school choir spent the morning in the Anvil 

theatre at a singing workshop with choirs from other local schools. Our Reception children took this 

opportunity to go to the Discovery Centre in Winchester to further explore the theme. 

A special part of our Arts week was World Book Day on Thursday 3rd March.  Once again the pupils of 

Harestock embraced the occasion with an amazing array of fancy dress to celebrate the characters 

they have come to know and love through books.  The children enjoyed discussing their characters and 

explaining the props they brought with them for the day.  All the children left school with a £1 book 

token.  This can be exchanged for £1 off any book or as full payment for the books which have been 

specially published for World Book Day 2016.  Please visit the website, 

http://www.worldbookday.com/books/ to find out about more about the books and local book shops 

where you can use your voucher.  Happy reading! 

 

Choir Trip to The Anvil Theatre 

On Tuesday 1st March members of the school choir from Years 2-4 were invited to the mass vocal 

event at The Anvil Theatre in Basingstoke to take part in The Giant Sing.  This was to celebrate the 

30th anniversary of the musical The Selfish Giant, based on the short story by Oscar Wilde. 
 

The children were all very excited as we set off on our VIP 5 Star coach!  We sang with hundreds of 

other school children from a variety of local schools.  The children were enthralled by watching the 

play unfold on the stage and enthusiastically joined in singing each song with the secondary school 

choir and live band who were performing alongside the dancers on the stage.  As you can see from the 

photos, on the website, the children definitely enjoyed themselves and made Mrs Clements and Mrs 

Butler very proud! 
 

Attendance 
February’s attendance for classes is as follows: 

Caterpillar = 99.6%            Butterfly = 95.7% 

Hedgehog= 95.1%              Owl= 97.8%                             Fox= 96.6% 

Koala= 94%                        Badger= 91.3%                         Otter=94.7% 

Dolphin=95%                     Leopard= 97.4%                        Panther= 93.9% 

 

 

 

 

http://www.harestock.co.uk/
http://www.worldbookday.com/books/


New Member of Staff in the Admin Team 

We are very pleased to welcome Mrs Noot, who will begin working in the school office this week every 

Wednesday.  Mrs Noot said” I’m really looking forward to joining the office team and being part of 

your school community”. 
 

Themed lunches 

Fairy Tale Banquet - 9th March 

Easter lunch – 17th March 

Please see menus which will be given out separately during the week. 

Family Book Club 
Junior book club is scheduled for Thursday 17th March at 6 p.m. in our lovely school library.  I will send 

reminders to our members this next week. I hope you can all make it!  This half term we are reading, 

“The Diary of A Wimpy Kid”, and I have seen lots of people reading it around the school.  If you were 

unable to attend the last meeting with your child and would like to come along this time, please let me 

know.  We have room for a maximum of four more children (and an accompanying parent) however, if 

there is a huge interest from parents who would enjoy this opportunity to share a book with their 

child, I will happily consider starting a second group.        Mrs Breen. 
 

Parent-teacher meetings 
A letter was sent home today for YR-Y4 and as Y6 are on School Journey, the letters for Y5-6 will be 

sent on Monday.  The letter explains all about making your online booking. You will be able to book an 

appointment from Monday at 4 p.m. until Monday 14th at noon.  The dates for the meetings are 

Tuesday 15th March 3.30pm – 7pm (last appointment at 6.50pm) and Thursday 17th March 3.30pm – 

5pm (last appointment at 4.50pm). We hope as many parents book an appointment to find out how their 

child is progressing this school year and receive the government Key Performance Indicators for the 

end of Year expectations for your child’s Year group for reading, writing and maths. There are still 15 

weeks of learning to happen before your child’s final teacher assessments will be decided in line with 

the Year group expectation.   
 

Help with planting saplings in March – Saturday 19th March!  

We are having two sets of saplings to make a copse on the school field and a hedge near the junior 

playground delivered shortly – kindly donated by The Woodland Trust. We are planning to plant them 

on Saturday 19th March so please save the date if you would like to help out planting saplings. We 

intend to be at school at 9.30am that day so please come along and help. Please bring shovels, buckets 

and any other implements that could help. Watering cans are helpful as once planted, the saplings will 

need a good drink – as we will! Food nibbles and drinks provided.  

INFANT CLASSES INFORMATION 
Year R family assembly Wednesday 23rd March at 9.30am  

Year 1/2 take home task viewing and sharing time Wednesday 23rd March at 2.30pm 
 

JUNIOR CLASSES INFORMATION 
Year 6 school journey 
The Year 6 pupils and staff members on the school journey have had a super week at Osmington Bay 

and are due to arrive back between 3.30pm and 4pm today.  We all look forward to hearing about all 

the activities they have taken part in such as climbing, abseiling, mountain biking, zip wire and street 

surfing to name but a few. I was fortunate to be able to travel down on Wednesday to spend part of 

the day with the children and they had many stories of bravery, determination and excitement to tell 

me about.  Information has been uploaded onto the website through the week with a few photos. 

Please take a look under the school journey section. 
 



Minecraft: Tips and advice for parents from O2 and NSPCC to help keep their children 

safe  
The web page provides details of the game to help parents understand the differences between 

‘creepers’ and ‘griefers’ and relevant risks their children may face when playing. Parents can immerse 

themselves in the infographic to learn how to explain to their children about staying and playing safe.  

Click https://www.nspcc.org.uk/preventing-abuse/keeping-children-safe/online-safety/minecraft-

a-parents-guide to access the information  

 

WEBSITE UPDATE 
Last newsletter; tickertape; Tucasi mail sign up form; Osmington Bay; 

Badger/Koala/Otter/Panther/Fox/Hedgehog/Owl class blogs; Nursing team coffee morning; Quick 

links for parents; 
 

FOS 
18th March (Fri) Discos (Infant: 5.15 to 6.15, Junior: 6.30 to 7.30) 

23rd March (Weds) Easter Egg Hunt (3.15pm) on the school field 

 

REMINDERS 
Outstanding monies 
Our financial year ends on the 31st March, which is quickly approaching. PLEASE try to ensure ALL 

outstanding dinner monies, music tuition monies and money for activities are paid as soon as possible. 

Thank you. 

https://www.nspcc.org.uk/preventing-abuse/keeping-children-safe/online-safety/minecraft-a-parents-guide
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/preventing-abuse/keeping-children-safe/online-safety/minecraft-a-parents-guide


 

 


