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WHOLE SCHOOL INFORMATION 
Staffing update 
We are pleased to inform you that Mrs Chapman (Monday & Tuesday) and Mrs Nouwens (Wednesday, 

Thursday & Friday) will be joining the staff team after Christmas and will become Dragonfly class teachers 

every week until the summer holidays. Both teachers met the staff team and children on Wednesday and 

Thursday this week and will be joining us for our INSET day on Tuesday 3rd January.  
 

Leaving words from Mrs Allen 
I have really enjoyed my time at Harestock working as an SNA. I would like to thank everyone for their 

help and support over the past three years. Have a very Merry Christmas and all the best for 2017. 
 

Leaving words from Mrs Noot 
Thank you for welcoming me into your school community, I have thoroughly enjoyed working in your school 

office and will really miss everyone!   Wishing you all a great Christmas, enjoy the festivities and all the 

best for the New Year! 
 

Hello from Mrs Nouwens  
I am very excited to be joining Harestock primary school staff. I am looking forward to being Dragonfly 

class teacher and joining the children on their learning journey. 
 

Mayor of Winchester’s visit last week 
The Mayor of Winchester, Cllr Jane Rutter, introduced two new awards for all Winchester primary schools. 

One award was for making an amazing turnaround to their attitude to learning and the other was for being 

a consistently amazing learner and a great role model. The Mayor presented Oliver in Year 6 with her first 

award and Eloise in Year 3 with her second award. It was a pleasure to see how proud the children were 

accepting their awards. Well done.  
 

Do you need some gravel or soil – Free 
You may have noticed the Junior Chill Out Zone has gone. The soil from the planters is left on the 

playground. Next week, whilst school is ‘closed’, but the caretaker, Mr Hitchings, is still working, you are 

welcome to come on to the site, on the junior playground to collect as much soil as you would like and 

bag/bucket up and take away. Please bring your own shapes, bags and buckets. Take care whilst on the 

school site. There is also a large pile of mixed gravel on the corner of the staff car park, by the bin store, 

which you are welcome to bag/bucket up and take away. Mr Hitchings is on site next week but please, just 

help yourself to the soil on the Junior playground and gravel on the staff car park.  
 

Attendance 
Congratulations to the 77 children who received a 100% attendance certificate for the Autumn term. This 

is a great achievement, to be at school every day since the start of term.  
 

Junior Librarians 
Well done to Megan, Tilly, Sneha, Serenitee, Leanne and Rebecca who were appointed as our new Junior 

Librarians. They were extremely excited to receive their certificates and badges from the Major of 

Winchester last week. We are sure they will excel at their librarian roles through the year.   
 

Christmas Parties 
The Infant and Junior children had their parties today and there was more food here than I have ever 

seen before. The children were completely full! It was a fun day for all. All unopened packets of food have 

been donated to the Winchester Nightshelter instead of being thrown away.  
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Performances collections 
Thank you so much for your generosity with donations after all the Christmas performances. We collected 

£250.76 in total so our donations to our charities are as follows: £83.58 for Winchester Young Carers; 

£83.58 for RNIB and £83.56 to Water aid. Thank you. 
 

Holly Bull Award  
Each term this award is presented to someone who has shown resilience and determination to succeed. This 

term we would like to recognise the achievements of Stephen in Dolphin class. We are very proud of you. 
 

Golden book 
We would like to say a huge ‘well done’ to all of the children who have been in the Golden Book this year.  

Adults all around school have been noticing exemplary citizenship; here are a few examples of ways that 

children have made a positive contribution to our school community: 

• Being courteous to other children and adults 

• Taking the initiative to be helpful without being asked 

• Taking time to help other children and encourage them when they face a challenge 

• Being thoughtful and kind to other children and adults 

• Being caring and supportive towards other children 

• Being self-motivated to get things done 

• Trying new things even though they thought they might not enjoy it 

• Making good choices when faced with a challenging situation 

• Joining in with enthusiasm and going above and beyond expectations 

• Showing commitment and reliability to regular jobs that help others 

We look forward to seeing many more children in our Golden Book in 2017! 

Also don’t forget our Special Mentions Book, situated in the reception area, where parents and carers can 

add comments about children who deserve recognition for positive attitudes or behaviour. 
 

School Choir 
On Thursday 15th the choir ventured out with Mrs Butler and Mrs Clements on the number 3 buses into 

town to sing at the Christmas Market.  The children were very excited (so were the adults)!  We were 

greeted by an enthusiastic group of parents and shoppers alike.  Despite a couple of technical hitches the 

children sang brilliantly, with gusto and really enjoyed singing to an audience. The children did the school 

proud and Winchester now knows how well the choir can sing.  We received lots of lovely positive comments 

about the children’s singing and behaviour during the course of the morning, even including the bus drivers! 
 

First Prize 
Congratulations to After School Club who won 1st Prize in the St Barnabas Christmas Tree Festival (under 

11’s). Thank you to all who helped make the tree and to those that voted.  Pictures are on the website in 

After School Club. 
 

Attendance  
Below is the class % for December. This month several children in all classes have been poorly so figures 

are lower than usual.  

Ladybird Yr R/1 =94.5%            Dragonfly Yr R/1 = 94.3% 

Woodpecker Yr 1/2 =96.4%      Owl Yr 1/2 =96.9%                  

Badger Yr 3/4 =90.4%             Koala Yr 3/4 = 95.3%               Otter Yr 3/4 =92% 

Dolphin Yr 5/6 =96.2%             Leopard Yr 5/6 =94.3%           Panther Yr 5/6 =92.1% 

 

Wishing everyone a very merry Christmas and a Happy New Year 
 

 

 

 

 

 



INFANT CLASSES INFORMATION 
Year 1 & Year 2 Nativity 
On Tuesday and Wednesday last week the Infants performed their nativity, ‘The Sleepy Shepherd’, to 

parents and other relatives/friends. All the children were great at singing; the performers acted their 

parts really well and the narrators were fantastic. The nativity photo has been taken for the Daily Echo on 

Monday. It features in this week’s Hampshire Chronicle Nativity Special. A copy is on the wall in the hall.  
 

Year R performances 
On Wednesday the children performed their dress rehearsal to the Year 1 and 2 children as well as our 

friends from Harestock Pre-school. All the children enjoyed the show. Many thanks to the school cooks in 

the kitchen, who provided biscuits and milk for an ‘after show’ snack, which the children enjoyed sharing 

together.  

The Year R children were great on Thursday morning and it was lovely to see so many parents having a 

‘cuppa’ and mince pie before the show started. Well done to the children for their singing and actions. They 

did so well after only one term at school. They learnt the words off by heart to many songs and all were 

sung so well. We are all very proud of them.  
 

JUNIOR CLASSES INFORMATION 
Junior Concert 
On Wednesday the Juniors performed their concert, using the acrostic ‘December’, to parents and other 

relatives/ friends. Thank you for being so understanding with the need to have a dress rehearsal concert 

(which was open for parents to watch) as well as two evening performances. The concerts were brilliant! 

The children sang beautifully; we were immensely proud of each and every one of the children, we are sure 

you are too. They all should have a huge sense of achievement. We really appreciate all the kind words 

spoken to us after the junior concerts saying how brilliant the children were and also thanking the staff 

for their hard work and support.  
 

WEBSITE UPDATE 
Blogs: Owl, Woodpecker, Badger, Whole School, After School Club. New websites added to Resource Zone - 

French 

 

ATTACHMENTS SENT BY TUCASI COMMUNICATIONS 
Reduced sugar rock cakes;  

 

FOS 
Next bake sale Friday 13th January: Walker to bake please. You could try the reduced sugar recipe for 

rock cakes we have attached to this email or any savoury treats to be sold. Have fun baking!  

 

REMINDERS 
First day back to school       We start back at school after Christmas on WEDNESDAY 4th January. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



COMMUNITY EVENTS 
Community Sings 

Sunday 18 December: PERFORMANCES at 2.30pm & 5pm 

2.30-4pm at Father Christmas' Grotto in the Great Hall, Castle Avenue, Winchester SO23 8PJ 

(https://www.hants.gov.uk/shop/product.php?productid=49296) 

5pm at the Woolly Hat Fair Event, the Lido, Worthy Lane, Winchester (opposite the Cattle Market car 

park) (http://hatfair.co.uk/woolly-hat-fair/) 

 
Thurs 22 Dec: PERFORMANCE at 7pm & 8.30pm  

March Hare Pub, 63 Priors Dean Rd, Winchester SO22 6JN.  

If you enjoy singing and would love to join a choir, then please do come along and join us! We are a friendly 

bunch and meet every Thursday night (term time only) in the Beacon Arts Centre at Henry Beaufort School 

between 7pm and 8.30pm. No auditions required, everyone welcome. There is a small charge to cover the 

cost of a hot drink and hire of the venue.  For further details please email Winchester 

Sings! winchestersings@gmail.com. 

 

Christmas 2016 at St Barnabas Church 
At St Barnabas we are very much looking forward to celebrating Christmas and would welcome anyone who 

would like to join us. The services we are holding are: 

16th December - Community Carol Service - 6pm 

24th December - Crib/Christingle Service, aimed at children - 4pm 

24th December - Midnight Mass - 11.30pm 

25th December - All Age Family Service, will be child friendly - 10am 
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