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WHOLE SCHOOL INFORMATION 
School Games Mark 
We are pleased to announce for the second year running we have been validated as achieving the Silver Mark. 

The School Games Mark is a government led awards scheme launched in 2012 to reward schools for their 

commitment to the development of competition across their school and into the community. Well done everyone! 

We are awaiting our new logo.  
 

What a fantastic day Wednesday 
The children (and staff) looked amazing on Wednesday to celebrate Roald Dahl day. Characters from Charlie and 

the Chocolate Factory, The Twits, Matilda, The Enormous Crocodile and Fantastic Mr Fox to name but a few 

looked fabulous. I hope the children learnt a little more about the wonderful author and now are inspired to read 

some of his books.  
 

An urgent and important request for voluntary contributions to school trips and special 

“at school” experiences 
As a school, we work hard to provide an exciting, engaging and enriched curriculum. We know from our survey 

last year that you also value the experience that school trips and special “at school” experiences provide. 

However, to keep providing either school trips or “at school” experiences from external presenters, we really do 

need parents and carers to make the voluntary financial contributions that we request. 

The school budget is under huge pressure and it is becoming increasingly difficult to provide these additional 

experiences. The only way they are possible is if parents and carers can make voluntary contributions to them. 

We are trying to make this easier by reducing the costs by having more “at school” experiences (which removes 

the cost of coach travel) but even these have an additional cost and we are now struggling because not enough 

voluntary contributions have been received. 

Recently, less than half of the requested voluntary contributions were received for an “at school” event that we 

organised to enrich the curriculum. If this happens again we will have to cancel the event. This would be a 

terrible shame, as these experiences really do enrich the curriculum and are very much enjoyed by the children. 

They are also very good value for money – most of our trips or visits would cost a family much more to organise 

and pay for direct, than the amount of the voluntary contribution that we request  

So that we can keep providing these amazing experiences, could you please carefully consider making the 

requested voluntary contributions? If you are struggling financially and so can’t make the contributions, then 

please let us know so that we can look at ways that we can assist as it may be that in those circumstances there 

is charitable funding that we can apply for so that the money does not have to come out of the school budget. 
 

Spellodrome and Mathletics at Harestock 
We are now lucky enough to have two fantastic new resources at Harestock to support children in learning maths 

and spelling in school and at home.  A letter went out on Wednesday this week explaining Spellodrome and 

Mathletics in more detail and your child will be bringing home their own logon details between now and the end of 

next week as each class gets set up. There will be homework activities set in the juniors using Mathletics, and 

word lists for children to practice set up in Spellodrome for infants and juniors.  Your child’s class teacher will 

inform them when the activities are ready for them to begin.  We very much hope you will support your children 

in logging on and exploring the websites so that they are ready to get started! 
 

School Cash Office for online payments and parent/teacher meetings  
Parents of children new to the school and children not yet registered were sent a letter on Wednesday.  This 

gave instructions and a password as to how to create an account in order to be able to book parent/teacher 

meetings and pay online for school lunches/trips/sports clubs/breakfast and after school clubs/music tuition.  

Please do register as you will find this a very convenient method for making payments and booking appointments 

during the time your child attends this school, thank you. 

 

 
 

http://www.harestock.co.uk/


INFANT CLASSES INFORMATION 
Reception Dragonflies and Ladybirds 
Wow, what a fantastic first week your children have had at school. We are very impressed with how 

independently they have been coming in in the mornings and organising themselves. They have been making new 

friends and exploring their new environment with excitement and have enjoyed many stories and singing sessions. 

Well done Year R  
 

JUNIOR CLASSES INFORMATION  
Creative History day 
On Wednesday 13th of September the new Band 5 had the privilege of taking part in an ancient Greek activity 

day. They were involved in a variety of educational activities. 

In the morning we were looking at ancient artefacts and drawing them. Each time a new artefact was brought out 

we had to guess what it was and what it was used for. Then we drew Daphne [who was an ancient Greek women 

that was teaching us for the day] and labelled her clothes on our pictures. She taught us about loads of cool 

things like which era in time they lived and what it was like. 

After break we reassembled old Greek pottery using masking tape [it was really HARD!]. We had about half an 

hour to put the pottery back together but most of us didn’t manage it. After the 30 minutes we switched to the 

second activity which was dressing each other up in ancient Greek clothes, I thought they looked really cool. 

Ancient Greeks only had rectangular shaped cloth for clothes as it was easier to make. 

Once lunch had finished we were back in our own classrooms. In Panthers we varied between four different 

Greek games. The first game our group played was a game called marbles [which is a bit like a game called jacks]. 

You had to flick a clay marble into a smaller circle in the centre of where we were sitting. Another of our 

favourite games was a game called knuckle bones where you put a small part of a sheep’s bone [don’t worry most 

of them were plastic] on the end of your finger and flick them up and try to catch them.  

Overall we enjoyed this day very much and hope we can do something like it again, in the future.  

By Mae and Callum 

WEBSITE UPDATE 
Badger Blog & Whole School Blog, Gallery - Greek day & Roald Dahl  

 

ATTACHMENTS SENT BY TUCASI COMMUNICATIONS 
Integr8 Dance; Winchester Teaching School Alliance; Finding Homes for Hampshire Children; 

Winchester City Football Club; Messy Church information and dates 
 

REMINDERS 
Wednesday 20th September – Hobby Day.  Children to come to school in their hobby outfit or bring it 

to show in class. 

Friday 22nd September – Jeans for Genes on-uniform day for £1 donation (please send in £1 coins not 

small change – thank you) 

Tuesday 26th September – European Languages morning, and breakfast for parents and children from 

8 a.m. Parents to stay with children at European Languages breakfast and enjoy too.  

 

COMMUNITY EVENTS 
Big Brick Challenge at Winchester Science Centre, Telegraph Way, Morn Hill, Winchester 

Sat 16/09/17 10:00 AM - Sun 17/09/17 5:00 PM 

 A weekend of LEGO® bricks construction, aerodynamics, engineering and robotics challenges. Take 

part in a presenter-led LEGO bricks building workshop and take home your very own bag of LEGO 

bricks to fine-tune your engineering skills.  £7.50 per child for the LEGO bricks workshops incs a bag 

of LEGO bricks to take home. General admission charges apply £8.40 child/£12 adult. 

 

Finding Homes for Hampshire Children – Information Event 

 on Saturday 16th Sept at St Mary’s Stadium, Southampton ,  Please see attachment 


