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WHOLE SCHOOL INFORMATION 
Book Day at Harestock 
Harestock had a great time celebrating world book day last Wednesday! The children had some cosy ‘bedtime 

story’ reading in class dressed in their sleepwear, and enjoyed a range of book day activities during lesson times.  

Lots of children also took part in our book swap shop, hopefully meaning that all those pre-loved books can now 

continue to be enjoyed and cherished by new owners. Thank you to all of the children who went the extra mile 

and made a potato book character, they were absolutely wonderful. Such creativity! We have had them on display 

in the library since last week, and asked our better reading partners to judge the potatoes and select a first, 

second and third place for infants and for juniors.  The children selected were as follows: 

Infants 

1st place: Millie, Y1 from Owl class 

2nd place: Harry, Y2 from Owl class 

3rd Place: Temperance, YR from Ladybird class 

Juniors  

1st place: Jack, Y5 from Panther class 

2nd place: Maxen, Y4 from Koala class 

3rd place, Rhys, Y3 from Otter class 

Congratulations to those children selected, and a big well done to all of our children for taking part in Harestock 

book day and showing such enthusiasm for a love of books and reading! 

Mrs Jacques 

Bramshaw Close Children Running and Safety 
Please may we remind parents who drop their children off on Bramshaw Close to then walk into school, to ensure 

their child walks into school safely? Many parents and Mr Ryan, who is manning the school gate, have informed 

the office that some children are running across the road, without looking first, or running down the path. We 

want to keep the children safe on their way to school. Thank you.  
 

Tree cutting  
It is a shame to have to inform parents that we have had to cut back some of our smaller shrubs in the woodland 

area to remove a large amount of branches which have been disposed of into the school grounds from someone’s 

garden. This is unacceptable and it has made Mr Ryan, our caretaker, spend a number of hours removing a huge 

amount of branches and it will now cost the school money to dispose of someone else’s rubbish.  
 

Winchester University BEd student 
Hello, my name is Danielle Hallowes. I am a student at Winchester University currently undertaking my School 

Experience Placement at Harestock Primary. I am mostly situated in Puffin Class but I would just like to say how 

lovely all the children and staff throughout the school are and how lucky I am to have this opportunity. I have 

really enjoyed getting to know everyone so far and look forwards to pursuing my dream career as a Teacher. 
 

School council update 
Please read the separate attachment.  
 

Inter-house Challenge morning was a great success this morning. More details in the next newsletter. 
 

Newspaper club 
The newspaper club have been working really hard this term, putting together the Spring term edition. Some 

articles are being finalised and then the newspaper will be going to print, ready for distribution the last day of 

term. We hope you enjoy it. 
 

Coronavirus update  
We are following Public Health England advice on a daily basis and will await further information from the Prime 

Minister regarding next steps for schools. We will keep you updated with our intentions in the near future. 

Please keep following advice regarding hand washing and sneezing/coughing into a tissue. 
 

http://www.harestock.co.uk/


CLASSES INFORMATION 
Year R visit to Waitrose  
Following reading ‘Mr Wolf’s Pancakes,’ Year R had a fantastic trip out to Waitrose to buy ingredients for making 

our own pancakes. Everyone loved the walk there and back and enjoyed shopping for their items in store.  Once 

we were back the children weighed and measured the ingredients, following a recipe and instructions. Mrs 

Marklew then kindly made everyone their own pancake the next day.  Everyone tried their pancake and enjoyed 

eating them!  
 

Year 1/2 trip to Gilbert White Museum   
We have recently visited The Gilbert White Field Studies Centre in Selbourne. We got to find out about Captain 

Scott’s expedition to the South Pole in 1912 and compared it to present day Antarctic exploration. The children 

got to dress as an explorer, pull a sledge and go inside a real Antarctic tent! We had such a fun time, the trip 

was really engaging and has really brought the children’s learning to life. 
 

Year 3 Puffins class trip to Gilbert White Museum  
We were extremely lucky with the weather for our class trip, it was the only day in the whole week that it wasn’t 

pouring with rain!  After an introductory talk, they donned their wellies and headed off towards the river.  

There they had an opportunity to get in the river and work as a team to measure the speed of the water, using a 

plastic duck, and measure the depth of the river bank/bed to collate data to enable us to draw a cross-section of 

the river.  The final activity at the river was collecting creatures from the river and classifying them, using a 

classification tree.  We discovered a lot of freshwater shrimps in particular.  Now although it wasn’t actually 

raining on the day it had, of course, been raining heavily for weeks and we’d observed evidence of this from the 

coach, seeing flooded fields all around.  This meant that the river level was higher than usual and although it was 

below the level of their wellies, once they were walking upstream it did tend to slosh inside!  I think I emptied 

out a few pints of river water from the children’s wellies that morning!  In the afternoon we went up the zigzag 

path to get a view of the whole area, seeing where the river meandered off to, before meeting the talking trees.  

Our final activity was creating, using natural resources around us, a river system and describing it to the class.  

The children definitely showed off their understanding of the different features of a river, including 

tributaries, meanders and oxbow lakes.  All in all, a great day was had by everyone! 
 

Year 1/2 author visit  
Year 1 and Year 2 (Owls) recently had a visit from Lauren Davies, author of “Little Turtle Turns the Tide”. The 

book tells the story of Little Turtle, who finds himself swimming in an ocean of plastic debris. So he sets off on 

a journey to make a difference, with the help of his friends and the children of the world. Lauren read to the 

children and spoke about looking after the environment. The children then had an opportunity to ask questions to 

Lauren about her book, recycling and the environment. Following this, we made a mural all about looking after the 

environment and the sea. 
 

Year 3/4 PE 
After Easter on a Friday morning Year 3 will be having Tennis lessons, here at school, delivered by Littleton 

Tennis club morning for their weekly PE lessons for a six-week course. Year 4 will be going to River Park leisure 

centre for six weeks of swimming lessons (not 12th June). These lessons are currently funded by the Sports 

Premium funding. 

 

Year 6 Osmington Bay visit 
From the 2nd of March to the 6th of March Year 6 had a very exciting and sometimes scary few days at 

Osmington Bay. On Monday we arrived by coach and were shown around but before we did that we took our 

luggage to our accommodation block called Bowleze. Our group leader was called Chris and he was so funny. We 

found out our roommates and had a little time to unpack and settle in.  Then we had our first meal, it was 

delicious! After dinner we did ’Splash’ an activity where we tried to prevent the water balloon from popping when 

being dropped from a balcony. Then we went to bed. After our first night we had breakfast then we did two 

activities after that we had lunch. We were introduced to something called roll call where we were split into 

three groups which were our day groups and we were given a number and had to call out that number one by one 

to check if everyone was there. Then we did another two activities and had dinner. After that we participated in 

an evening activity and went to bed. The next two days (Wednesday and Thursday) were much the same just with 

different activities. Thursday night our evening activity was a disco and it was amazing. When we got back to our 

rooms some of us started packing. Then we got a good night sleep. Friday morning was spent finishing packing and 



doing our last two activities of the week. We were very lucky with the weather except Thursday when it poured 

down with rain. To all the future year 6s pack warm clothes and spare shoes alongside socks.  

By Nikisha, Zahara and Matthew 
 

WEBSITE UPDATE 
 

ATTACHMENTS SENT BY TUCASI COMMUNICATIONS 
School council courtyard project; FOS upcoming events;  
 

REMINDERS 
MARCH 

Monday 16th – Thurs 19th FOS Mothers’ Day gift making for the children 

Tuesday 17th Junior choir rehearsing at The Anvil  

Wednesday 18th Junior choir rehearsing at The Anvil  

                      1pm Infant choir out at The Anvil watching the performance  

Tuesday 17th Year R to 6 Parent –Teacher meetings 3.30pm – 7.00pm  

Thursday 19th Year R to 6 Parent –Teacher meetings 3.30pm – 5pm 

Monday 23rd INSET – school closed for children 

Tuesday 24th March 9.00am – 11.30am: Harestock Resilience Project Parent Workshop 

Wednesday 25th Year 3/4 Ukulele Listen to me concert  Koala class  1.30pm; Otter class 2.00pm; Puffin Year 3s 

2.30pm  

Thursday 26th Year 3/4 River study trip  

Thursday 26th Year 5/6 Listen to Me Ukulele concert  Panther class 1.30pm;  Dolphin class 2.30pm      

Tuesday 31st Year 5 Easter Is… experience at the Wesley Methodist church 

Tuesday 31st 9.00am – 10.00am: Infant Maths Parent Workshop (repeat from Autumn term) 

Tuesday 31st 10.00am – 11.00am: Junior Maths Parent Workshop (repeat from the Autumn term) 

Tuesday 31st Year 1/2 take home task to parents 2.30pm  

Tuesday 31st 5.30pm – 7.30pm: Harestock Resilience Project Parent Workshop 

APRIL 

Thursday 2nd 3.15pm FOS Easter event on the field  

Friday 3rd 3.15pm Break up for the Easter holidays 

 Monday 20th 8.45am start back to school 

Tuesday 28th 2.45pm Year 2 assessment information meeting to parents 

 

ECO TIPS  
Do your bit by planting wild, native plants in the garden. Many are under threat from introduced 

invasive species, habitat loss and climate change. They will be better adapted to the local 

environment and repay you by requiring less maintenance. 
 

Eco Committee News   
So far we have collected two bin bags of plastic bottle tops! Well done! They have been saved from land fill and 

will be recycled by Lush. 
 

COMMUNITY EVENTS 
We need new teachers! 
As you may know, Harestock Primary is a member of the Winchester Teaching School Alliance (WTSA) and, 

working with the University of Winchester and partner schools in Winchester, we are able to offer a great 

initial teacher training experience. This leads to Qualified Teacher Status (QTS) at the end of a year’s training 

and school based practice. 
 

Teaching is a wonderful, worthwhile, enjoyable and stimulating career and you are never too old to start. If you 

are interested and would like to know more, please come along to our next recruitment event on Tuesday 12th 

May at The Westgate School at 6.30pm.  Alternatively, don’t hesitate to contact us on enquiries@wtsa.info with 

any enquiries. 


