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WHOLE SCHOOL INFORMATION 
INSET day tomorrow: No school for children on Friday 9th February 
 

January attendance for classes 
Dragonfly 94.5                             Ladybird             93.8 

Woodpecker 96.2                             Owl                        98.9 

Koala             94.9                            Otter             95.1 

Panda             92.7                            Panther             92.7 

Dolphin  92.2                          
 

The whole school attendance % is currently 96.1%. We strive to able to celebrate attendance at or 

above 96% which is in line with national average. We recognise that January was a month in which many 

children across the school were poorly with coughs, colds and other viruses.  
 

Staff leaving 
It is with great sadness that we inform you that Miss Burnett, the teacher of Panda class, is leaving at 

Easter. She is moving back to London to be with family and she has a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity to 

travel. Miss Burnett has been a great member of the teaching team and will be missed by all. We are 

pleased to inform you that after a rigorous interview process yesterday, Miss Barrett, who is 

currently finishing her teaching placement in Owl class, as part of her teaching qualification with the 

University of Winchester will be the new class teacher of Panda class, as an NQT. We are very 

excited to have Miss Barrett join the teaching staff.  
 

Also Mr Hitchings, our caretaker, is leaving us on Friday 2nd March to live in the Cotswolds, nearer to 

his family. Mr Hitchings has been an asset to the school, ensuring the children, staff and parents are 

always safe. Many of the school improvements, outside and inside, in recent years have been carried 

out by Mr Hitchings so his leaving will be a huge loss to the school. Interviews for a new caretaker are 

tomorrow.  
 

Resilience Workshop 
We ran our final session of the Resilience Workshop on Tuesday 6th February with parents from a 

variety of year groups. We hope that all who attended found the Workshops informative and useful, 

and will find some of the things we discussed beneficial in teaching their child to be even more 

resilient. Mrs Jacques, Mrs Clements and myself, Mrs Bailey, would like to thank those parents for 

making the workshop so successful. We aim to run another one in the Summer term and will send more 

information about timings and dates nearer the time. 
 

School shoes 
It has been noted by staff that some children across the school are not wearing their school shoes to 

school. Whilst we allow trainer-type shoes to be worn, these MUST be as black as possible and not 

have colour on. Thank you for your corporation.  
 

First day back after half term is Monday 19th February at 8.45am 
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INFANT CLASSES INFORMATION 
Infant parent maths workshop 
Many thanks to those parents who attended the EYFS and Key Stage 1, maths information 

meeting.  It was fantastic to see so many of you.  We hope you found it useful to get a better 

understanding of the maths curriculum, how we teach calculation in school and how you can 

further support your children at home. 
 

Year 1/2 Fire service visit 
It’s been a busy day in Year 1/2 with our visit from the Fire Service.  The children have all had a 

fantastic time exploring the fire equipment and using the hose has as always been a highlight.  They 

have been learning all about fire safety and what to do in the event of a fire.  Please look at the class 

blogs soon for photos from the day. 

 

Special Offer! 

Our next topic is Pole to Pole, where the children will be learning all about the polar regions of the 

world, the animals that live there and explorations that have taken place.  Your child brought home 

this week a copy of the Primary Times and on page 7 there is a voucher for a free child entry to the 

Gilbert White House and Oates Collections, near Alton.  This would be a perfect opportunity to find 

out lots of information about the topic, in particular polar explorers, penguin crafts and Antarctic 

inventions. 

 

Year R pancake making  
Following on from Little Red Riding Hood we have enjoyed the story of ‘Mr Wolf’s Pancakes’.  This time 

the wolf appeared very polite and hardworking as he tried his best to be independent. But it turns out 

he also had a sly side of him as the book ended in a dramatic turn of events! The children have been 

busy writing their own shopping lists, walking to Waitrose to buy their ingredients and then mixing the 

batter for making pancakes. On Tuesday Mrs Marklew made pancakes for every child, and the adults!! 

She must have made about 50 pancakes, so a big ‘thank you’ to her.  We talked about our likes and 

dislikes and thoughts on the pancakes. Every child was confident to try them and most plates were left 

spotless!! 
 

JUNIOR CLASSES INFORMATION  
Year 6 Houses of Parliament trip – we hope to have the article with a photo in the 

Hampshire Chronicle next week 
On Wednesday 31st January, 37 Year 6 children from Harestock Primary School, had truly unique and 

wonderful experience when they travelled to London for the day.    The first landmark they visited 

was Wellington Barracks – home to the Foot Guards Bands.  Here they had the opportunity to watch 

the Colstream Guard Band rehearse; visit the Guards Chapel and the Museum. Later this was followed 

by quick visits to the Cavalry Museum and the National Gallery. 

 

The final destination for the days visit was a trip the Houses of Parliament.  Education guides gave the 

children a grand tour and an outline of some of the history of this iconic building. Children were 

provided with opportunities to sit in the public gallery of both the House of Commons and the House 

of Lords – this they found truly fascinating.  Ella and Olivia said “All of the Year 6 classes thoroughly 
enjoyed seeing the House of Commons and the House of lords. It was a once in a lifetime experience 
for us, and we would love to go again.”   
 

Once the tour was complete it was then back to the education centre for a workshop on “Laws and 

Debating”.  Towards the end of the workshop the children thoroughly enjoyed a question and answer 

session with Steve Brine MP.  

Girls’ football match 



Well done to our girls’ football team who played a match against Weeke Primary school last week. The 

girls played really well and even though the team went down 1 – nil down, they all played as best as they 

could and finally drew the match 1-1.  
 

Junior Tri-golf 
The Year 3/4 classes & Panda class children have nearly completed their Tri-golf lessons. Some 

children across the Year groups will be chosen to represent Harestock in a mini tournament against 

other Winchester school at The Winchester Golf academy in April. The winners of that tournament 

will then be able to represent Winchester district at The Hampshire Games in June…..fingers crossed 

the children do really well. 
 

Year 6 Osmington Bay payments 

Please ensure payments are at the office asap. The children are due to leave for their five day 

residential on Monday 5th March. Can you also ensure the office have an up to date mobile phone 

number as this will be used to inform you of their safe arrival at Osmington Bay and their estimated 

arrival time back at school on the Friday, but arrival time back at school should be approximately 

4.30pm. 
 

WEBSITE UPDATE 
Class blogs with healthy schools week, KS1 with Great Fire of London info, Panther and Dolphin with 

the London trip. 
 

ATTACHMENTS SENT BY TUCASI COMMUNICATIONS 
None this week 

 

FOS 

Bake sale: Friday 23rd February 3.15pm on the Junior playground 

 

REMINDERS 
Junior Maths Parent Information Meeting 
Junior Maths parent information meeting which will be on Weds 21st February at 9 a.m. 
 

Arts week  
The school is due to have our Arts week on the theme of ‘BBC 10 pieces’ from Monday 5th March. We 

have lots of exciting things planned for the children during this week but if you feel your job, interest 

or experience is linked to the Arts and you are free to come into school during this week for a session, 

morning, afternoon or day to offer an activity with a group of children, class or Year group, this would 

be greatly appreciated. Please contact the school office and we will make contact to discuss further. 

Thank you to anyone able to enhance Arts week in this way.  
 

World Book Day Tuesday 6th March – come to school dressed as a book character 
 

  


