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WHOLE SCHOOL INFORMATION 
OFSTED – message from our Chair of Governors 
I hope that you have all had a chance to read the letter from Ofsted following their inspection of the 

school at the end of January.   
 

We are extremely pleased that the inspector confirmed that the school remains categorised as 

“good”, and that she recognised the school's strengths, successes and achievements whilst also 

confirming our areas for improvement. The report is a credit to the hard work and dedication of staff 

and pupils, and the caring and challenging environment they have created.  
 

The report was prepared after the inspector spent a full day at the school meeting with pupils, staff 

and governors as well as reviewing books, teaching and the general operation of the school. In addition, 

before the visit, she had spent time reviewing the school’s website, data information available to 

Ofsted, and the school’s self-evaluation. Whilst the inspector spent the bulk of the day with staff and 

pupils, she also had two meetings with Governors: the first to discuss the Governors’ view of the 

school’s strengths, weaknesses and areas of focus, and the second to provide direct feedback on her 

visit. Both meetings were useful and interesting and the Governing Body, together with the leadership 

team and staff, will use the feedback and Ofsted report to inform the school’s continuing self-

evaluation, planning and school improvement work. 
 

I was particularly delighted that, in her report, the inspector recognised how well the school cares for  

and develops our pupils, and that we have been working hard to improve standards and offer a broad 

curriculum across the school. As a Governing Body and staff team we truly believe in the importance of 

children being able to reach their potential, and we look to focus on ways to help them do so.  On 

behalf of the Governing Body I would like to thank Mrs Sankey, her staff and the pupils for all their 

hard work, and parents and carers for your support of the children and our staff. 
 

Finally, I would like to invite parents, careers and staff to help us build on the Ofsted inspection. 

There are many ways you can do this, but i would particularly ask you to consider either volunteering 

to become a governor of the school, or to join the Friends of the School Committee. The work of both 

organisations is crucial to the school’s ability to develop and reach even higher standards, but we can’t 

do that without your help. We currently have three vacancies on the Governing Body: a staff Governor, 

a parent Governor and a co-opted Governor, and the Friends of the School also have vacancies. If you 

are interested to be part of our continued success and to shape the direction of the School then 

please contact chairofgovernors@harestock.co.uk or leave a note with the school office.  
 

Congratulations and thanks again to Mrs Sankey, the staff and pupils on the Ofsted result, and thank 

you to parents and carers for your continued support.                  Linda Gregory, Chair of Governors 
 

Snow days 
We are very sorry we had to take the decision to close last week for two days.  
 

Arts Week 
This week was our Arts Week, our 4th annual event on the theme of ‘BBC 10 pieces’.   

Panther and Dolphin Year 5: We have had the exciting opportunity this week to use the iPads to 

respond to the music ‘Enigma’ using stop animation. In groups of two’s and three’s the children planned 

their stories, created their sets, characters and props and eventually, directed their own stop 

animation films. It has been a great success!   

Owls, Woodpeckers and Ladybirds: During Arts week we have been listening to the ‘Aa Boa Aa Qu’ 

by Mason Bates which is a piece of music about a mythical creature. We have written descriptions of 
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the creature and created our own dances in response to the music. In groups we have used a variety of 

instruments to create our own piece of music for a mythical creature. We’ve also had lots of fun 

painting and making models of another mythical creature, the Hippocrump, to share with each other. 

Year 3/4  
Koala and Otter: To start the week we had a concert from the Hampshire Music Service where we 

learnt about brass and woodwind instruments. We were even shown how to make a French horn out of a 

hose pipe. During Arts week we have been listening to the ‘Aa Boa Aa Qu’ by Mason Bates which is a 

piece of music about a mythical creature. We have used the music to create drama, which we then 

turned into a comic book. In addition to this we have created our own monsters inspired by Russell 

Hoban’s story called Monster and been very lucky to have a day working with the Artist Tina Sanchez, 

who helped to make large Jackson Pollock style sound paintings. It was rather messy but a lot of fun! 

 

Year 5 
Year 5 children had an amazing experience at Southampton Art Gallery. The children all made a wire 

model, which were really tricky to make and then had a great time appreciating all the different art 

exhibits in the gallery. Many favourite pieces were chosen.  
 

School Journey 

Year 6 have been on their school residential trip to Osmington Bay this week,  The children will have 

had the opportunity to try such activities as abseiling, climbing, zip wire and giant swing.  We hope 

they all have a wonderful time and are sure they will have lots to tell everyone. When Mrs Sankey with 

Miss Egan and Mrs Butler visited on Wednesday the children were having a great time; challenging 

themselves to do the zip wire.  
 

World book day  
This is Wednesday 14th March – next week. 
 

INFANT CLASSES INFORMATION 
Year 1/2  

The new topic curriculum letter went home on last Monday. We hope you find it helpful.  
Take home task viewing and sharing time Tuesday 17th April at 2.30pm 
 

Year 1 and Year 2 French 
Last week the Year 1 and 2s had their first of four French sessions this term. Mrs Hull, the French 

teacher, taught the children how to greet each other in French and ask their name. The children will 

move on to learning how to count in French to 10, some colours and days of the week next time. We are 

lucky enough to be able to offer the children four more sessions in the Summer term.  
 

JUNIOR CLASSES INFORMATION  
Junior maths information workshop 
Thank you to the parents who attended the workshop two weeks ago. We hope you found the 

information useful with how we teach maths at school and also on how to support your child at home. 

The power-point will be on the website.  
 

Chess match 

On the 20th of February four Year 6s (in chess club) named Will, Eeli, Becky and Mae and Mrs Sankey 

went to Princes Mead school to play chess. Once we had got there, we went straight to have afternoon 

tea. It was a selection of sandwiches and cakes. We thoroughly enjoyed the complementary treat.  We 

were later escorted (through the ‘maze’ of halls and stairs) to one of their many class rooms to play 

our matches. After a small warm-up, the games began. Once Mae had to re-set her board, she 

unfortunately lost. The next to finish their game was Will who won his one and only match. He was 

shortly followed by Eeli who lost his match. Once we had run out of time, Becky and her opponent had 



had their game announced a draw. However, she had actually won it by 4 points and had her opponent in 

check. Will was then announced man of the match as he won first. We are all thoroughly looking 

forward to having a rematch in April. 

By Becky, Will, Eeli and Mae  
 

Year 5 swimming 

Since January Year 5 have been swimming each week on a Thursday morning at River Park Leisure 

Centre. Some children who can now swim 25m were taught lifeguarding skills yesterday. Well done to 

those children for a fantastic achievement.  Pupils who are unable to swim 25 m will continue to have 

lessons until Easter. 
 

Panda, Dolphin & Dolphin class Listen to Me concert is Thursday 29th March during the afternoon. 

They have been busy learning to play the keyboard.  
 

Internet safety: Minecraft:  

Tips and advice for parents from O2 and NSPCC to help keep their children safe  
The web page provides details of the game to help parents understand the differences between 

‘creepers’ and ‘griefers’ and relevant risks their children may face when playing. Parents can immerse 

themselves in the infographic to learn how to explain to their children about staying and playing safe.  

Click https://www.nspcc.org.uk/preventing-abuse/keeping-children-safe/online-safety/minecraft-

a-parents-guide to access the information. 
 

WEBSITE UPDATE 
OFSTED report; Otter, Koala, Panda, Owls, Yr R Ladybird & Dragonfly, Yr 1 Ladybirds  and Whole 

School Blogs, Osmington Bay, Gallery 

 

ATTACHMENTS SENT BY TUCASI COMMUNICATIONS 
Winchester Penguins; SEN Information day; Winchester Catherdral Family Celebrations; Little 1 

Nursery; HC3s Competition; Harestock Pre-School; Finding Homes for Hampshire Children 

 

FOS 
Discos 

Friday 23rd March – School Disco, Infants 5.15 – 6.15, Juniors 6.30 – 7.30 – flyer will be sent home 

next week 

 

REMINDERS 
Reading workshop 
Our parent information meeting for supporting children with reading comprehension will be held on 

Tuesday 13th March at 9am.  All year groups are welcome. 
 

Outstanding monies 

Our financial year ends on the 29th March (our last day at school before we break up), which is quickly 

approaching. PLEASE try to ensure ALL outstanding dinner monies, music tuition monies and money for 

activities are paid as soon as possible. Thank you. 

 

COMMUNITY EVENTS 
SEND Information Day 2018 

The SEND Information Day, presented by Support4SEND, Parent Voice and Hampshire Parent Carer 

Network (HPCN), is a free information and fun event for parents and carers of children and young 

people with additional needs, their families, and practitioners who support them. 

https://www.nspcc.org.uk/preventing-abuse/keeping-children-safe/online-safety/minecraft-a-parents-guide
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/preventing-abuse/keeping-children-safe/online-safety/minecraft-a-parents-guide


 

This year's event takes place on Saturday 24 March 2018 from 10.00am to 3.00pm at Noadswood 

School, Dibden Purlieu, Hampshire S045 4ZF.  

 

This popular annual event enables visitors to browse stands and chat to over 40 exhibitors from the 

Local Authority, NHS, charitable and commercial organisations who are on hand to offer specialised 

information and advice.  

 

Activities for children are also provided, plus a chill-out area for young people who might prefer to 

bring their own phone or iPad and relax.  (Please note that parents  and carers are responsible for 

their children throughout the event).  Free parking and disabled access will be provided and 

refreshments will be available to buy. 

 

A wide range of workshops and talks will also be on offer.  Topics include: Autism (and Autism & Girls); 

careers and learning on the internet; developing social skills; dyslexia; dyspraxia; supporting the bullied 

child; transition from early years to school; understanding Education, Health & Care Plans, and; 

speaking up for yourself and your child with additional needs.  

 

No pre-booking is required, parents and cares can just turn up on the day and choose their sessions 

(subject to availability).  Parents can contact enquiries.support4send@hants.gov.uk to sign up to 

receive further information as soon as it is available. 

 

  


