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WHOLE SCHOOL INFORMATION 
New Infant steps for Owl class & Dragonfly and Ladybird classes to use the main Infant steps 
From Monday Owl class children will use the new steps opposite the trim trail from the playground to their class. 

This means that all Year R children will no longer use the side entrance into the Year R classrooms, but walk onto 

the Year 1/2 playground and use the main steps up to the canopy area and leave at 3.15pm using the steps on the 

Year 1/2 playground. A member of staff will then see the children into the classroom. This is so the main 

walkway up and down from the Junior playground can be free-flowing at all times. Hopefully this will ease 

congestion at certain times and aid with social distancing whilst you walk around the school site.  
 

Staffing 
After half term we welcome Mrs Dover back from her maternity leave. She will be an LSA in the mornings in 

Year 3/4 as well as re-starting teaching the Juniors French. It is great to have her back working with the 

children. Mrs Peel will become an LSA in Ladybird class after half term and move from Year 3/4.  
 

School dinners 
Thank you to everyone for understanding the school dilemma regarding limited space and staffing for all classes 

to be able to eat in the hall over lunch. After half term, for Years 3, 4, 5 & 6, we hope to launch the new 

‘Streets’ menu (which follows more of a street food concept), which will contain hot/cold options every day 

instead of a picnic bag. More information will follow, once the menu has been finalised. We hope to offer this 

option instead of picnic bags on Mondays, Tuesday and Thursdays. Pizza, on a Wednesday, and fish & chips, on a 

Friday, will continue to be offered as these are very popular.  The price of a school dinner is rising to £2.50 per 

meal from 1st November 2020.  This is a H3CS increase, not a school decision.  
 

School council 
School councillors are being elected in each class by next Friday. Then their first job will be to choose the three 

charities we will fundraise for this year. They will choose a local charity, a national charity and an international 

one too. Miss Barrett is looking forward to the first meeting after half term.  
 

Eco council 
Mrs Brown is leading the eco-council this year. Children are bring elected and again their first meeting will be 

after half term. I know the school is very keen to develop the pond area this year so it can be fully utilised by 

the children in lessons. Also we are always ensuring, as a school, we are as energy efficient as possible. After 

half term the windows will be open to aid ventilation and the external doors will be now closed.  
 

Current pandemic situation  
As you are aware, the school receives updated information from the government at the same time as the public, 

via announcements on the TV. Only after these announcements, often several days later, the school receives 

more detailed information from the Department of Education regarding implementation. As the national 

pandemic is worsening, we will keep you fully informed about how this affects Harestock school. This will be via 

the school website and messages using the school app. It is vital you have access to these two things. Please 

contact the office if you need to know how to install the Harestock App on a device and the school login details.  
 

Parent – teacher meetings 
During the week of Monday 16th November appointments will be available for a meeting held remotely using Zoom 

with your child’s class teacher. Most appointments will be available Tuesday 17th November 3.30pm – 7pm and 

Thursday 19th November 3.30pm – 5pm. More information to follow next week.  
 

INFANT CLASSES INFORMATION 
New 2021 Year R ‘Open day’ sessions 
Mrs Sankey and Miss Saunders are finalising how we will ‘showcase’ the school for potential parents looking for a 

2021 Year R place for their child. In the first instance we will be putting information and a video on the school 

website. We hope to have this ready for early November. At the moment, there is no opportunity to visit inside 

the school.  

http://www.harestock.co.uk/


JUNIOR CLASSES INFORMATION  
Junior class librarians 
Mrs Marklew, who runs the school library is looking for organised, responsible volunteers to apply to become a 

class librarian. We are looking forward to opening the school library to the children at lunchtimes after half 

term, once these children have been chosen.  
 

Year 6 school journey 
Please can all deposits be paid to school by half term with your intention to pay the compulsory or voluntary 

amount so we can calculate if it is viable for the trip to happen? Thank you.  
 

FOS   AGM 
The FOS AGM will be taking place on Tuesday 3rd November at 8pm via Zoom. Please email us 

at harestockfos@gmail.com  if you would like to attend. 
 

Facebook    Keep up to date at www.facebook.com/harestockfos/ 
 

ECO TOP TIPS 
The average family goes through close to 1,000 plastic bags and 24 rolls of plastic cling film each year! Cling film 

is a single use plastic that can harbour harmful toxins, as well as being bad for the environment. Simply switching 

from cling film to paper bags, greaseproof paper wrap or a reusable plastic box will help reduce the amount of 

future cling film existing in landfill. 
 

REMINDERS 
Year 6 
The application window for applying for a Year 7 place at a secondary school is open. It closes on 31st October. 

Please see https://www.hants.gov.uk/educationandlearning/admissions to apply online and for further 

information. You will be informed of the outcome of your on-time application on the 1st March 2021.  

 

OTHER INFORMATION   
Stranger Danger Resource from Action Against Abduction - ‘Clever Never Goes’  
The ‘Clever Never Goes’ programme has been developed to replace the out-dated ‘stranger danger’ approach. 

Research shows that teaching children simply to avoid strangers fails to keep them safe. Strangers are often 

more likely to help a child than to harm them. Conversely, it can often be people known to children that pose the 

greatest threat.  
 

‘Clever Never Goes’ moves the focus away from strangers and instead teaches children to recognise when 

someone (whether they are known to the child or not) is trying to persuade them to go with them. The 

programme is designed to be fun and positive, whilst at the same time delivering a serious message and giving 

children practical safety skills and confidence to engage with the outside world. 
 

We will be using some of these resources in school and you too can help your child to understand the Clever 

Never Goes message. You can download (free of charge) a Clever Never Goes home pack at the website 

www.clevernevergoes.org/parents. The home pack contains some great ideas for how to approach this topic with 

your children as well as games and activities. On the website, you can also see a series of cartoon sketches which 

are a good way of reinforcing the Clever Never Goes message and checking that your child has understand the 

key Clever Never Goes message. Please do make use of these resources.   
 

DfE updates 
Guidance for parents and carers of children attending out-of-school settings during the coronavirus (COVID-19) 

outbreak. Updated 15 October 2020. This link will be on our school website.  

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/guidance-for-parents-and-carers-of-children-attending-out-of-

school-settings-during-the-coronavirus-covid-19-outbreak/guidance-for-parents-and-carers-of-children-

attending-out-of-school-settings-during-the-coronavirus-covid-19-outbreak 
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