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Monday 15th June 2020  

 
Dear Parents,  
 
I am writing to update you about Harestock Primary school’s plans.  
 
The current arrangements 
It is heart breaking not be able to welcome all Year groups back to school at the moment. I 
know that whilst some families have found this time out of school positive, others have found 
it difficult and are disappointed that their children cannot return to school before September. 
I understand, and we are developing our plans for the remainder of this term, and for 
September, in light of your feedback. 
 
From today, the school is operating eight ‘group bubbles’ and all available  teachers and 
learning support assistants are in school and working with those ‘bubbles’. Under the current 
2m social distancing guide, I am extremely sorry to say that we have no more available 
physical space, or staff, to enable more children to return this term from Years 2, 3, 4, and 5.  
 
Last week each child’s class teacher tried to contact all the children in the year groups above 
to say hello, so I hope your child’s teacher was able to reach you. If they didn’t, I know they are 
re-contacting people this week to touch base.  
 
Your feedback 
We are continually reviewing and developing how we support both families and children at 
home and at school, and we are also planning for September.  
 
We have received feedback from a number of parents as to what has and hasn’t worked 
during the last few months, and we would welcome further feedback. Your feedback will help 
us build a holistic picture of your experience, which we can then use (in addition to following 
Government requirements) in our planning. If you would like to provide feedback, please send 
it to adminofficer@harestock.hants,sch.uk 
 
Home learning 
We have been trying our hardest to ensure all parents are updated with our home learning 
provision if your child remains at home. To help, we have now produced a grid to enable you 
at a glance to see what we can currently offer. It is at the end of this letter.  
 
We are constantly reviewing and updating what we can offer.  To date, we have been very 
conscious that what we provided needed to work in a full range of situations. We didn’t want 



 

  

to burden parents with schedules which might not work for every family, or which required 
equipment which might not be available to every child and a prescribed time.  
 
However, based on recent feedback, we understand that some families would like us to 
provide a daily schedule whilst children can follow, make available video teaching and online 
work, and look into providing live contact between children and teachers on a regular basis.  
 
Whilst there are various technical, safeguarding, and timing restrictions which limit the 
school’s ability to produce its own video teaching content, the Oak National Academy has been 
set up for use by schools so that children have access to video lessons and linked work, and 
we are also working at developing the capacity to offer live assemblies or class catch ups. 
 
Accordingly, included with this letter is a suggested daily schedule, including use of the online 
Oak National Academy provision and the Twinkle.co.uk online provision, which also includes 
video teaching. Both Oak National Academy and Twinkle enable a daily schedule to be created, 
which then link to video lessons and work activity, as they would in a live class. You can either 
create your own or, each week, we will send out a suggested structure which links with the 
activities of children who are able to be at school. We will also update you as soon as we can in 
relation to a trial of live class assemblies of catch-ups. 
 
For families who are not working online, or who would like variety, the home learning grids 
will also continue, together with hardcopy packs being available from school. If you would like 
the photocopied booklets but are unable to come to school to collect them each fortnight, 
please contact the school office and we can post or hand deliver them to you.  
 
Government direction 
As the Government decides the best way forward for primary school children, I will write to 
you again, once decisions have been made by them to then help steer the direction of re-
opening at Harestock and how children will be able to return to school from September. I do 
not know yet if this will be the whole class together or half a class at one time. More 
information will be given as soon as the government releases their school guidance and 
changes. However, we are starting the planning process now, based on various scenarios, so 
that we can be as ready as possible for when the Government announcements are made. 
 
September 2020  
The first stage of our planning is to look at how the school might work in September if all 
children are able to come back onto site. Planning is ongoing and will continue to develop, but 
I have provided an overview below of our current thinking. 
 
We have decided that when the children in current Year R – 5 return in September, they will 
initially return to the class they were in in March, when we had to close for the majority of 
children to ‘end’ their school year. We believe that this will help children adjust and make the 
transition from their “old” class to their “new” one. For example: If your child was a Year 2 in 
Owl class with Mrs Brown, they will start the school year in September with Mrs Brown in 
Owl class; if your child was a Year 4 in Koala class with Miss Barrett, they will start the school 
year in September with Miss Barrett in Koala class.  
 
This will only be for a very limited time before class swaps happen and children then meet 
their new teacher and start in their new class. I hope you support this decision as we have 
already had emails and phone calls regarding new classes and how would children know etc. 



 

  

This way the children can return to a classroom and teacher they are familiar with and then 
within a week or two move to their new class.  
 
Once class swaps happen in September, the new school class structure will then change to:  
Year R with Mrs Langford / Mrs Osmond 
Year 1 with Mr Gorton 
Year 1/2 with Mrs Somerset / Mrs Jacques  
Year 2/3 with Mrs Butler 
Year 3/4 with Mrs Brown 
Year 4/5 with Miss Barrett 
Year 5/6 with Miss Carter 
Year 5/6 with Mrs Taft 
 
You will be informed about your child’s new class on Wednesday 9th September at the earliest.  
 
We will be writing separately to all our new Year R children and parents informing them of 
how the new Year R year group will start.   
 
We will also be developing plans for how school will work from September if not all children 
are able to be on site. As you can understand, such planning is complicated because we do not 
yet know what the various restrictions might be, or what resources will be available to us. I 
will therefore update you as soon as I am able as that planning process continues. 
 
School report 
Your child’s school report is being collated at the moment and will be ready to send out to you 
in the next couple of weeks. This report is about your child’s achievements in English and 
Maths up until the 20th March 2020.  
 
Thank you 
Thank you for the vast amount of emails of encouragement and thanks regarding everything 
the school is trying to do at the moment. I truly appreciate your kind words to me and my 
team.  
 
Please contact the school office if you need more advice or support and we will do our very 
best to help you and your family.  
 
Thank you again for your support and understanding. Everyone is doing such a fantastic job 
with your children at home. You are all amazing.  
 
 
Yours sincerely,  
 
 
 
 
Mrs J. Sankey  
 
 
 
 



 

  

 
HOME LEARNING 

 
 
Source  Frequency How it works Submitting to school  
Home 
learning grids 

Year R every 
2 weeks  
Years 1 – 6 
every three 
weeks   

New grids are provided for the 
children to do as many or few 
activities as they wish. Some 
activities, if relevant, can be 
done multiple times.  

You are welcome to send 
photographs of this work to 
the admin office email 
address and it will be 
passed on to your child’s 
class teacher. On the child’s 
first day back to school the 
learning grid activities can 
be brought into school to be 
shared.  
 

Home 
learning links 
to in-school 
learning 
document 

Weekly on a 
Wednesday  

Links can be viewed to allow 
children at home to know what 
is being learnt about in school. A 
daily timetable can be created 
too, using theoak.academy 
website to structure the ‘school’ 
day.  
 

N/A 

Hardcopy 
packs  

New Maths 
and English 
packs every 
two weeks 
available 

Packs are photocopied and left 
at the front of the school for you 
to collect. An email will be sent 
when new packs are ready to be 
collected.  
 

N/A as answers are in the 
back of each booklet for the 
child to self-mark or the 
parent to mark.  

Class blog Each week 
on a Friday  

The teacher will write a 
paragraph to the class saying 
hello and keeping in touch.  
 

N/A 

Live catch ups Weekly We are looking at how we can 
run a class assembly type 
activity each week for the 
children to join in with from 
home.  
 

The assembly would be live 
and we will be trialling how 
children can participate 
both at school and from 
home.  

Year R 
tapestry 

Weekly / 
daily 

The Year R team are interacting 
with parent / child comments 
through the week and uploading 
Year R specific information and 
activities onto Tapestry for 
parents to read/use.  

Comments / photographs 
can be uploaded onto 
Tapestry for the Year R 
team to comment on.  

Telephone 
calls 

As needed  Teachers and Mrs Clements will 
continue to make phone calls to 
children / parents to say hello 
and give additional information 

Please contact the school 
office if you need any 
information / support.  



 

  

/ support.  
 


