
Remote Education Provision for Full School Closure 
Except for Children of Key Workers or Vulnerable Children: 
Information for Parents  

This information is intended to provide clarity and transparency to pupils and parents or carers 

about what to expect from remote education where national or local restrictions require all 

children (except children of key workers or vulnerable children) to remain at home.  

For details of what to expect where individual pupils are self-isolating, or class bubbles are 

closed, please see the Remote Learning Plan for Bubble Closures document. 

The remote curriculum: what is taught to pupils at home 

A pupil’s first day or two of being educated remotely might look different from our standard 

approach, while we take all necessary actions to prepare for a longer period of remote teaching. 

What should my child expect from immediate remote education in the first 
day or two of pupils being sent home? 

 

Following the first 1 or 2 days of remote education, will my child be taught 
broadly the same curriculum as they would if they were in school? 

 

Remote teaching and study time each day 

How long can I expect work set by the school to take my child each day? 

We expect that remote education (including remote teaching and independent work) will take 

pupils broadly the following number of hours each day: 

EYFS English: 45 minutes 
Phonics: 20 mins 
Maths: 45 minutes 
Story: 15 mins 
Topic/Discovery Time ideas: at least 1 hour  

For day 1 and possibly 2 of remote learning, children will receive a pre-planned and 

standalone one/two day emergency plan outlining activities to complete through the 

day/s (this may not be linked to current learning in class). This measure will afford 

teachers a short time to prepare their up-to-date remote learning resources (English 

and Maths will be linked to current learning in class). The other lesson each day may 

be project based, linked or unlinked to their current topic.  

 

We teach the same curriculum remotely as we do in school wherever possible and 
appropriate. However, we have needed to make some adaptations in some subjects.  

For example P.E. lessons and art lessons will vary due to resources and space 
available at home or in school. 
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Key Stage 1 English: 1 hour 
Maths: 1 hour 
Other subject (e.g. history /science/geography): 1 hour  
Keyword / spelling practise 15 minutes  
Reading: 15 minutes  
 

Key Stage 2 English: 1 hour 
Maths: 1 hour 
Other subject:  (e.g. history/science/geography): 1 hour 
EMA: 15 minutes 
Reading 15 minutes 
Spelling practise 15 minutes 
Times table / number bonds practise: 15 minutes 

Accessing remote education 

How will my child access any online remote education you are providing? 

 

If my child does not have digital or online access at home, how will you 
support them to access remote education? 

We recognise that some pupils may not have suitable online access at home. We take the 

following approaches to support those pupils to access remote education: 

After the first day of remote learning, teachers will set appropriate work in line with our 

current curriculum using Purple Mash, primarily supplemented by a range of resources 

provided by Oak Academy and White Rose Maths.  

Children will remain in contact with their class teacher through Zoom (daily face to face 

contact) and Purple Mash (to be given set tasks, share successes and 

communications). 

Oak Academy has been selected to support remote learning for a number of reasons. 

The Oak Academy lessons are in line with our teaching ethos – they encourage the 

use of retrieval practice, explicit teaching with high quality modelling, and the use of 

deliberate practice. The online lessons are free to all and offer a recorded taught 

session so that the children can access physical teaching from a teacher and then 

access work relating to that lesson within the same website. There are also hundreds 

of lessons specifically aimed at children with SEND needs and requiring additional 

support. Class teachers are ensuring that the lessons have been used on occasion in 

the classroom so that children are familiar with the platform. 

White Rose Maths resources will be used as they are matched to our current maths 

curriculum model. Children are used to seeing these resources.  

Activities within Purple Mash and Times Tables Rockstars (for Year 3 - 6) will all be 

utilised to support the acquisition and retention of basic core skills. 
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How will my child be taught remotely? 

We use a combination of the following approaches to teach pupils remotely: 

 

 Any children who require the loaning of a laptop for their child in order to 
access remote learning must notify the school in order for their request 
processed. 

 Any family who requires support to enable an internet connection (for example, 
routers or dongles), must also contact the school to enable us to give the 
appropriate support. 

 If children need to access printed materials these can either be posted or hand 
delivered to children or can be collected from school. If you would like to collect 
any printed materials or resources from school, please notify your child’s class 
teacher so that they can ensure that they are prepared and ready to be 
collected and they will also notify the office so that they have the resources 
ready for collection. There will be a resource pack each week for Year R linked 
to the next week’s learning ready to collect on a Friday.  

 

 Live teaching (online lessons) are used where appropriate, mostly for English and maths 
lessons. This approach is more frequently used for younger pupils as it ensures clarity 
and understanding and does not require children to be able to read and comprehend too 
much information in order to understand the activities that are set for them. Live lessons 
are usually made up of an input of around 15-20 minutes followed by independent 
learning activities set for the children to complete after this input. 

 The use of pre-recorded teaching (e.g. Oak National Academy lessons, white Rose 
maths recorded lessons) will be used to support understanding for activities set for 
children to complete independently. A pre-recorded video will be provided that closely 
matches the learning activity so that the children can benefit from a clear explanation of 
the learning before attempting it themselves. 

 Commercially available websites supporting the teaching of specific subjects or areas, 
including video clips or sequences will be used to support core skills such as phonics, 
spellings and times tables e.g. Times Tables Rockstars or Phonics Play 

 Activities set via Purple Mash will be uploaded daily; these may contain links to pre-
recorded teaching, or may explain the activities in written form or a short voice recording 
from the teacher to further explain the key points of the task (up to two minutes). 

 These activities can be accessible the previous day in Purple Mash.  
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Engagement and feedback 

What are your expectations for my child’s engagement and the support that 
we as parents and carers should provide at home? 

 

How will you check whether my child is engaging with their work and how 
will I be informed if there are concerns? 

 

How will you assess my child’s work and progress? 

Feedback can take many forms and may not always mean extensive written comments for 

individual children. For example, whole-class feedback or quizzes marked automatically via 

digital platforms are also valid and effective methods, amongst many others. Our approach to 

feeding back on pupil work is as follows: 

In the event of any form of isolation and loss of learning caused by Coronavirus, 

parents must understand that engagement in home learning is compulsory, as is 

the expectation that Harestock Primary School makes that provision available 

and accessible to all. However, if children themselves are too ill to attend then 

they should not be expected to engage in home learning. 

We understand that it is not always easy for parents to support their children 
throughout the day with home learning and therefore will make remote learning as 
accessible as possible to the children to work without adult support.  We will do our 
best to ensure that children are able to understand their set activities and give 
children opportunities to clarify any tasks that they don’t understand with the teacher 
using zoom calls.  

Our expectations of parental support, are that parents and carers support their 
children by setting routines to support their child’s education and encourage children 
to participate in remote learning as much as possible. 

 

 Teachers will check all work that has been uploaded onto Purple Mash daily so 
that they are able to clarify and misconceptions in the following days teaching/ 
zoom call.  

 Teachers will take a daily register of those children who are attending zoom 
calls and contact families where they have not yet seen a child attend a zoom 
call to see what support is needed to enable that child to participate. 

 Where engagement is a concern, parents and carers will be contacted by the 
class teacher or SLT via a phone call to discuss obstacles and support needed 
by the family. 
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Additional support for pupils with particular needs 

How will you work with me to help my child who needs additional support 
from adults at home to access remote education? 

We recognise that some pupils, for example some pupils with special educational needs and 

disabilities (SEND), may not be able to access remote education without support from adults at 

home. We acknowledge the difficulties this may place on families, and we will work with parents 

and carers to support those pupils in the following ways: 

 

 

 Pupils’ work will be responded to via a comment or a smiley face on Purple 
Mash to show that a teacher has seen the piece of work. It may also be 
responded to via zoom in the following day’s face to face contact with the 
teacher. 

 As far as possible, work will be responded to either the same day or the 
following day after it has been uploaded. 

 

 We expect that the work books in which children are recording school activities 
in to be returned to school once schools are fully open.  

 Where necessary, teachers will schedule an additional Zoom meeting at some 

point during the day to support those children who need additional support, giving 

additional input. Some children may be invited to attend and complete learning 

activities of a different year group.  

 The school Designated Safeguarding Lead will continue to ensure appropriate 

agencies continue to be involved with families. 

 Those not engaging with home learning will receive a phone call from their teacher 

in the first instance then a member of SLT to discuss the obstacles and the 

support needed by the family.  

 Where children would normally receive additional support from SEN agencies, the 

SENCO will make arrangements for those to continue via Zoom as long as the 

agencies engage. 

 The SENCO will share appropriate Oak National SEND lessons with teachers who 
will disseminate accordingly. 


